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INTRODUCTION

The Tampa Interstate Study (T1S) - Phase II Public Hearing tock place on January 16, 1996. The
hearing was held at the Holiday Inn Ashley Plaza Convention Center in the Crown and Windsor
ballrooms at 111 West Fortune Street, Tampa, Florida from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. A formal
presentation was given by the Department, beginning at 6:00 p.m., followed by a public comment
period. The purpose of the hearing was to provide the public with an opportunity to formally
comment on the potential impact to the environment as a result of the proposed improvements to the

Tampa interstate system and other non-interstate improvements.

The TIS project consists of multi-lane improvements to I-275 from the Howard Frankland
Bridge/Kennedy Boulevard ramps and just north of Cypress Street on Memorial Highway (S.R. 60)
east and north to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and I-4 from I-275 (including the
interchange) to east of 50th Street (U.S. 41); a multi-lane controlled access facility (Crosstown
Connector) on new alignment from I-4 south to the existing Tampa South Crosstown Expressway;
and the Crosstown Expressway from the Kennedy Boulevard overpass east to Maydell Drive in
Hillsborough County. Non-interstate improvements include the Sherrill Street extension north from
Memorial Highway (S.R. 60) under I-275 to Cypress Street, Westshore Boulevard from Gray Street
to Laurel Street, Trask Street from Gray Street to Cypress Street, Cypress Street from I-275 to Lois
Avenue, the new Lemon Street Connector to Westshore Boulevard from Occident Street, Dale
Mabry Highway (S.R. 600, U.S. 92} from Cypress Street to Spruce Street, North Boulevard from
Laurel Street to Union Street, Laurel Place from the Hillsborough River to North Boulevard, Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard from Nebraska Avenue to Florida Avenue and 50th Street (U.S.
41) from 14th Avenue to 47th Street. The project study limits are graphically shown on Exhibit 1.

The proposed 1-275/1-4 downtown interchange operational improvement project was also displayed
at the Public Hearing. The purpose of this project is to enhance the safety and operational conditions
of the existing 1-275/1-4 downtown interchange, which is an important link in the Tampa interstate

system.
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Persons were able to offer statements to become part of the official public hearing transcript in any
of four ways: (1) make an oral statement during the formal portion of the hearing; (2) make an oral
statement to the court reporter; (3) write statement on a comment form to be submitted at the hearing
to the court reporter or dropped in the comment box; or (4) submit statements and exhibits to the
following address: Mr. William H. McDaniel, Jr., P.E., District Secretary, Attention: Mr. Michael
J. Coleman, P.E., District Project Development and Environment Engineer, Florida Department of

Transportation, MS 7-500, 11201 North Malcolm McKinley Drive, Tampa, Florida 33612-6403.

Property owners within 0.09 km (300 feet) either side of the roadway centerline were notified by
letter of the public hearing. Official letters notifying interested parties, local governments, local
elected officials, the media and property owners were mailed prior to the hearing. In addition to
formal hearing letters, a newsletter was sent to all interested parties, local governments, local elected
officials, and all property owners located within the Area of Potential Effect (APE). The APE is the
geographic area within which an undertaking may cause changes in the character or use of a cultural
resource. A hearing notice was published on December 26, 1995 and January 12, 1996 in the Tampa
Tribune and January 12, 1996 in the LaGaceta, the weekly Hispanic community newspaper, inviting

interested parties to attend.

The sign-in sheets registered 495 persons and it is estimated 550 people were in attendance. Four
formal oral comments were given during the hearing, 27 written comments were received during the
hearing, 17 oral comments were given to the court reporter, and 21 written comments were received
during the 10-day comment period following the public heariﬂg. All comments received will be

considered by the Department throughout the analysis process.

The next section of this report summarizes the comments received during the public hearing and
comments received during the 10-day comment period following the hearing. Appendix A contains
a transcript of the formal presentation. Appendix B contains the written comments received at the
hearing and during the 10-day comment period after the hearing. Appendix C contains a transcript

of oral comments received during the hearing. Appendix D contains the hearing sign-in sheets.
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Appendix E contains a copy of the public notices, the newsletter and the handout provided at the

hearing.

The January 16, 1996, Public Hearing was the final public meeting for the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) portion of the Project Development and Environment (PD&E) phase of the
Interstate reconstruction project.

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED

Written Comments from the Hearing

Of the 27 written comments received at the hearing, 25 were from restdences, 1 was from a business
and 1 was from Tampa Preservation, Inc. (TPI). TPI 1s a local corporation involved in the
restoration and rehabilitation of historic neighborhoods within the City of Tampa. A summary of

the key issues expressed and responses to those issues follows:

Comment W1: Interested in seeing funding for the Downtown Interchange Operational
Improvement project given a higher priority in eorder to complete
construction by the yvear 2000. The accident cost savings to the public would
be tremendous.

Response: The Metropolitan Planning Organization and the Florida Department of
Transportation have identified this project as the highest priority Interstate project
11 the tentative Five-year Work Program. The FDOT is in the process of refining
the Department’s Five-year Work Program to complete this project by the earliest
possible date.

Comment W2: Concerned with the design of the interstate in the Gray Street area and
would like the Department to redesign the project to avoid property or take
whole property (4601 Gray Street).

Response: Westshore Apartments have been contacted several times to discuss this project
and the owners have been made aware of the Department’s efforts to minimize
impacts to their property. The Department will compensate the property owners
for all physical and business-related damages.

(WS )
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Comment W3:

Response:

Comment W4:

Response:

Comment W5:

Response:

Comment W6:

Response:

Comment W7:

Response:

Concerned with remaining parcels and bridge structures at MacDill Avenue
creating areas for loitering.

The Department is committed to improving safety on cross streets and in
remainder parcels through the use of vertical abutments, proper lighting on bridge
structures, sidewalks and bicycle lanes on cross streets to encourage higher
pedestrian traffic and less loitering.

Concerned with heavy truck traffic using Long Street, a residential street,
to access Spartan Oil Co. and other businesses located east of 28th Street on
Long Street. Would like the Department to redesign access for those
businesses or purchase the homes located on Long Street.

The Department has evaluated the ramping movements within the Crosstown
Connector study area with a goal of minimizing heavy truck traffic on residential
streets. The comment will be noted and the issue will be reexamined during the
final design phase.

The proposed right-of-way lines are set by the requirements of the highway
design. If a property is identified as being needed for additional right-of-way
during final design, the property owner(s) affected will be contacted by the
Department.

Would like proposed right-of-way to include their property (2816 Elmore
Avenue).

No right-of-way acquisitions are proposed on the west side of Elmore Avenue.
[f a property 1s 1dentified as being needed for additional right-of-way during final
design, the property owner(s) affected will be contacted by the Department.

Currently my property is net within the proposed right-of-way (1300 block
of North Howard Avenue). What is the potential for this to change? The
hearing was well conducted.

Not likely, however, if during the final design phase, this property is identified
as being needed, the property owner(s) affected will be contacted by the
Department.

Concerned with the noise barrier decreasing the value of their property.
Would like the FDOT to consider purchasing their property (710 East Emily
Street).

The Department is committed to minimizing the impacts of the proposed
mterstate improvements to local residences through the use of noise barriers and
the TIS Urban Design Guidelines (UDG). The UDG, which detail the aesthetic
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Comment WS:

Response:

Comment W9:

Response:

Comment W10;

Response:

Comment W1l:

Response:

Comment W12:

Response:

Comment W13:

Response:

requirements of the proposed improvements, has recommended noise barrier
treatments that were selected through a series of community workshops to
minimize the visual impact and enhance the aesthetic value of the noise barriers.

The proposed right-of-way lines are set by the requirements of the highway
design. If a property is identified as being needed for additional right-of-way
during final design, the property owner(s) affected will be contacted by the
Department.

Concerned with the impact of the proposed improvements on the “urban
fabric” and the safety of pedestrians and automobiles traveling on cross
streets under the interstate. Requested copies of the Preliminary
Engineering Report, Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan, and aerial
photographs.

The Department is committed to improving safety on cross streets and in
remainder parcels through the use of vertical abutments, proper lighting on bridge
structures, sidewalks and bicycle lanes on cross streets to encourage higher
pedestrian traffic and less loitering. The concepts displayed have been modified
extensively to reduce the number of lanes. Based upon traffic projections, this
concept provides the least number of lanes to maintain mobility in the future.
Information requested has been provided.

Concerned with the impact of the proposed improvements with respect to
lighting and security en cross streets. Requested information.

See response to Comment W8.
Please add to mailing list.
Mailing list has been updated.

Please send information to niece (address provided). Property owner is in
nursing home.

Comment noted and information requested has been provided.

Please send a copy of Preferred Alternative sheets A-21 and A-22 and the
FDOT’s Five-year Work Program.

Information requested has been provided.
Won’t make a difference.

Comment noted.
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Comment W14:

Response:

Comment W15:

Response:
Comment W16:
Response:
Comment W17:
Response:

Comment W18:

Response:

Comment W19:

Response:

Comment W2{:

Excellent idea, I welcome the change. Concerned about flooding and sewage
problems.

A comprehensive analysis of the existing drainage structures, future drainage
requirements and the natural floodplains has been conducted to minimize
potential flooding problems associated with the proposed interstate
improvements. This information is documented in the TIS Preliminary
Engineering Report, which is available for review at the FDOT District VII office
or at the Greiner office.

Please send a copy of Preferred Alternative sheets A-21 and A-22 and the
FDOT’s Five-year Work Program.

Information requested has been provided.

Please send a copy of Preferred Alternative sheets A - 11EA.
Information requested has been provided.

Please send a copy of Preferred Alternative sheets A - 7, 8, 19 and 24.
Information requested has been provided.

Please do not use palm trees along the interstate. Need to use trees that are
effective air and noise filters.

The TIS Urban Design Guidelines has established a plant palette of a wide
variety of material native to, and representative of, the Tampa Bay region and
Florida. Palm trees, while not necessarily the best buffering or screening material,
will be used by different designers to provide a unified theme that is
representative of the region. The design teams will also use other plants listed in
the UDG, such as oaks, to provide sufficient screening and buffering where
appropriate.

Would like information on early acquisition—how much money available
and how many houses already purchased with advanced acquisition funds.

Referred to FDOT District VII’s Right-of-Way department.

Parking at the Public Hearing was a problem. Object to the location of
proposed retention pend ""swamp hole'" on the corner of Dr. Martin Luther
King Boulevard and Marguerite Street.  Contact the Seminole
Neighborhood Association.

WP_WPROWNTISWPUBHEARVWORKPAPR.LS 6



Response:

Comment W21:

Response:

Comment W22:

Comment noted. The proposed pond located at Dr. M.L. King Jr., Boulevard is
designed to meet the requirements of the Southwest Florida Water Management
District (SWEFWMD) Chapter 40D-40, F.A.C. To meet regulatory criteria and
to minimize impacts to the existing stormwater outfall system, peak discharges
for the proposed conditions must be less than or equal to peak discharges for
existing conditions within each sub-basin. To accomplish this, volume storage
in the form of excavated detention ponds is required. The proposed detention
ponds will be designed to include stormwater treatment capacity in addition to
providing peak attenuation storage capacity. The proposed pond is designed to
provide stormwater treatment and peak attenuation volume for approximately 9.0
acres of new pavement area.

The proposed pond location was selected for several reasons:

1. The existing drainage for the area discharges west to the Hillsborough River
via Emma Street.

!\.)

Approximately five existing properties along MLK and ten properties along
Marguerite Street will be partially impacted by the proposed roadway
improvements. The proposed pond will utilize the remainder of these parcels
as well as six existing adjacent parcels to minimize proposed right-of-way
acquisition costs.

The proposed pond areas are preliminary locations only. Actual pond areas will
be determined during final design and will be dependent on site availability, soil
conditions and permitting requirements in effect at the time of final design.

The proposed pond locations within each sub-basin were determined from
existing topography, existing land use, proximity to an existing outfall, and the
proximity to the existing right-of-way. The proposed ponds will be designed to
function as an amenity to the project in addition to providing stormwater and
treatment capacity. The ponds may utilize landscaping, fountains, littoral zones,
hard designs and other features to provide an aesthetic and functional system, as
described in the TIS Urban Design Guidelines.

Please consider a double-decker roadway that would save time, dollars and
not require additional right-of-way.

Numerous alternatives were evaluated during the development of the TIS Master
Plan. The preferred alternative was selected through a tier analysis which
examined constructability, cost and right-of-way along with other factors. A
double-decker roadway was evaluated during the Master Plan and rejected as not
reasonable due to the cost and constructability constraints. Comment noted.

Please add to mailing list.
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Response: Mailing list has been updated.

Comment W23: Please update my address.

Response: Mailing list has been updated.

Comment W24: Please add to mailing list.

Response: Addition to the mailing list has been made.
Comment W25: Please add to mailing list.

Response: Mailing list has been updated.

Comment W26: Please add to mailing list.

Response: Addition to the mailing list has been made.
Comment W27: Request information on business relocations.

Response: Information requested has been provided.

Written Comments Received Durineg the Comment Period

Of'the 21 written comments received during the comment period, 18 were from residences, 2 were
from civic associations (Old Seminole Heights and Tampa Heights) and one was from the City of
Tampa Parks Department. A summary of the key issues expressed and responses to those issues

follows:

Comment W28: Would like information on early acquisition. Disgruntled over how long it
has been.

Response: The property referenced in the letter is located within the proposed right-of-way.
However, construction of the Preferred Alternative for Design Segment 2A is not
in the MPO’s 20-Year Plan.

Comment W29: Would like information on proposed right-of-way acquisition.

Response: Information has been provided.

Comment W3(: Please send a copy of Preferred Alternative sheets A - 26.

WP_WPROWATIS\PUBHEAR\WORKPAPR.LS 8



Response:

Comment W31:

Response:

Comment W32:

Response:

Comment W33:

Response:

Comment W34:

Response:

Comment W35:

Response:

Information has been provided.

Been waiting too long. Interstate very dangerous. Need improvements now.
Would like interstate improvements to be started as soon as possible.

Comment noted.

Concerned with the noise barrier decreasing the value of their property.
Would like the FDOT to consider purchasing their property.

The Department 1s committed to minimizing the impacts of the proposed
interstate improvements to local residences through the use of noise barriers and
the TIS Urban Design Guidelines (UDGQG). The UDG, which detail the aesthetic
requirements of the proposed improvements, has recommended noise barrier
treatments that were selected through a series of community workshops to
minimize the visual impact and enhance the aesthetic value of the noise barriers.

See response to Comment W5.
Concerned with the closure of the 22nd Street ramp on 1-4.

The moving of the 21st/22nd Street interchange to 14th/15th Street is due to the
close proximity of the proposed Crosstown Connector interchange at 31st Street
and associated operational requirements, FHWA and FDOT design criteria
dictate specific interchange spacing. In addition, frontage roads will be provided
parallel to the interstate from the 14th/15th Street ramps to 21st/22nd Street.

Would like to have some moderate interim improvements (i.e., add two more
lanes) made to the interstate system to fill in between the dream highway
and the no-build. Some improvement is better than none.

The Department is in the process of developing several interim improvement
projects, including the I-275/1-4 Downtown Interchange Operational
Improvement that was displayed at the Public Hearing.

Questions why not take property on the north side of Crosstown Expressway
instead of Long Street where there is a high elderly population. Concerned
with heavy truck traffic using Long Street, a residential street, to access
Spartan Qil Co. and other businesses located east of 28th Street on Long
Street. Would like the Department to redesign access to epen Long Street to
34th Street to ease traffic problems and keep Durham a no-truck street.

Several design limitations are present in this area: the existing railroad right-of-
way north of the Crosstown Expressway, the elevated nature of the expressway,

WP_WPROWATIS\PUBHEARWORKPAPR.LS 9



Comment W36:

Response:

Comment W37:
Response:

Comment W38§:

Response:

Comment W39:

Respomnse:
Comment W40:

Response:

and the additional expressway ramp. This area will be further investigated during
the design phase of the study.

Not in favor of the interim improvements to the Downtown Interchange if
the Greenway is not included.

The 1-275/1-4 Downtown Interchange Operational Improvement project is a
safety and operational improvement. The concept was developed to improve
ramp movements, merges and weaves. The Department is considering the
purchase of the ultimate right-of-way in the Tampa Heights area and building a
portion of the Greenway as part of the Operational Improvement project. There
will be opportunities for local civic organizations, City of Tampa or any
interested parties to assist in the further development of the Greenway plan. The
FDOT will provide assistance as needed. Comment noted.

Would like information on right-of-way acquisition (2615 East 17th
Avenue).

The property in question is located in Design Segment 2A, which is currently not
in the MPO’s 20-Year Plan.

Would like the interstate alignment to be moved north in the Ybor City area
to incorporate the property between the existing interstate and Columbus
Drive to save money and time.

Numerous alternatives were evaluated during the development of the TIS Master
Plan. The Preferred Alternative was selected through a tier analysis which
examined constructability, cost and right-of-way along with other factors. The
area referenced is within the Ybor City National Historic Landmark District and
the Barrio Latino Local Historic District. The Department is committed to
minimizing the impacts to these historic resources through limited right-of-way
acquisition and the development of aesthetic features detailed in the UDG. The
interstate will not be moved north to include the referenced arca. Comment noted.

Concerned with the proposed retention pond located at the corner of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. Vacant land is available between Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and Virginia Avenue at the corner of
Taliaferro.

See response to Comment W20. Comment noted.

Would like copies of sign-in sheets,

Comment noted.
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Comment W41: Questioned the role of public involvement in the process and expressed
concern about the magnitude of the project. In addition, the following
concerns were enumerated:

Traffic projections.

Incentives to use alternative modes of transportation.
Incentives for through traffic to use an alternative route.
Air quality.

Noise levels.

Study limits.

Direct impacts to neighborhood.

Physical division.

el A ool

Response:  To date, more than 50 public workshops, community meetings, and local
presentations regarding this project have been made. Based on public comments
received at these meetings, numerous modifications to the on-system and local
roadways have been implemented. The TIS Urban Design Guidelines, which detail
the aesthetic treatments required to minimize the visual and auditory impacts of the
proposed project, were also developed based on public input received through a
series of community workshops.

The proposed TIS project is consistent with the FDOT “Interstate Highway System
Policy,” which mandates that the maximum number of lanes at any location on the
interstate system will be ten, including four physically separated exclusive lanes. The
following information is provided in response to the above listed items:

1. The traffic projections for this project were developed through coordination with
the Hillsborough County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). The MPO
2010 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) recognizes the need to provide
a regional transportation network and indicates that reconstruction of the Tampa
interstate system is a basic component of the plan. The plan is based on a future
population for Hillsborough County of just under 1.2 million persons. This
population growth is expected to yield 4.3 million person-trips in the year 2010,
the majority of which will be made on the interstate system.

The City of Tampa is a major regional business and entertainment center.
Businesses located in the downtown area include Harbour Island, NationsBank
Plaza, Franklin Street Business District, Barnett Bank Plaza, One City Center
Office Plaza, City of Tampa City Hall complex, Hillsborough County Office
Complex and Couwrthouse, the Tampa Convention Center, and other major
destination points. Other destinations include the Florida Aquarium, Ybor City,
Tampa Stadium, Port of Tampa, Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center, and
numerous annual events such as the Gasparilla festival. Tampa’s value as an
activity center will continue to develop with the opening of the Tampa Bay
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Lightning Hockey Arena and the proposed convention center hotel and office
buildings.

.t\_)

Throughout the development of the TIS Master Plan, the influence of other travel
modes, such as HOV lanes, HOV transitways, bus and carpools, and park-n-ride
lots was considered. The traffic projections developed for the Tampa interstate
incorporated a mode split of 25% multiple occupancy vehicles and 75% single
occupancy vehicles. To reach the estimated 25% mode split (the current split 1s
approximately 15%), the FDOT and MPO have included funds for the analysis
and implementation of alternative modes of transportation, which includes rail,
in the 5-year and 20-year Work Plan.

The TIS Master Plan concept is one of several key elements of the overall future
regional transportation system. Through traffic on the interstate system is
considered to be vehicles traveling through Tampa from surrounding areas such
as Pinellas, Pasco and Polk counties, as well as from the south. The proposed
Crosstown Connector, which will extend between [-4 and the Crosstown
Expressway at 31st Street, is intended to relieve some of the traffic traveling
through the Tampa area. Several studies have been conducted to determine the
feasibility of connecting the Veterans Expressway to [-275 and 1-75; however,
the MPO has determined that this project is not a priority.

L)

4. Air quality will deteriorate as traffic volumes along the existing interstate
continue to increase. Compared to the no-build alternative, carbon monoxide
(CO) concentrations with the Preferred Altemative are expected to be lower in
the vicinity of the project as a result of increased motor vehicle mobility, faster
operating speeds, and less stop-and-go driving. These issues are discussed in
greater detail in the TIS Air Quality Report, which is available for review at the
Department or Greiner, Inc.

5. A detailed noise analysis was conducted for the proposed project to address the
anticipated noise levels adjacent to the interstate and to define criteria for
evaluating the economic feasibility of noise barriers. Of the 1,351 receptor
locations with noise barriers in place identified in the report, only 214 sites will
experience any audible noise impact as a result of the proposed improvements.
This impact is due in part to the elevated roadway in the downtown interchange
area and the break in the noise barrier required to maintain access to the local
streets from the interstate. The analysis also indicated that decibel levels at most
receptors when noise barriers are in place would remain consistent or result in a
decrease as compared to current noise levels.

6. The northern limit of the EIS is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. Aerial
photographs of the area between Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and
Hillsborough Avenue show the area where the proposed interstate improvements
transition back to the existing alignment. Seminole Heights was not included in
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the EA/FONSI approved in 1993. A separate document will be developed to
address the specific concems of the Seminole Heights Historic District and the
[-275 design segments north of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard.

Extensive coordination has been conducted in an effort to avoid or minimize
impacts to local historic districts as a result of the project. To mitigate for
unavoidable impacts, the Department has developed a Memorandum of
Agreement with the State Historic Preservation Office and the Federal Highway
Administration which details commitments to relocate and rehabilitate a specific
number of historic structures within the respective historic districts.

The proposed pond located at Dr. M.L. King Jr., Boulevard is designed to meet
the requirements of the Southwest Florida Water Management District
(SWFWMD) Chapter 40D-40, F.A.C. To meet regulatory criteria and to
minimize impacts to the existing stormwater outfall system, peak discharges for
the proposed conditions must be less than or equal to peak discharges for existing
conditions within each sub-basin. To accomplish this, volume storage in the
form of excavated detention ponds is required. The proposed detention ponds
will be designed to include stormwater treatment capacity in addition to
providing peak attenuation storage capacity. The proposed pond is designed to
provide stormwater treatment and peak attenuation volume for approximately 9.0
acres of new pavement area.

The proposed pond location was selected for several reasons:

1. The existing drainage for the area discharges west to the Hillsborough River
via Emma Street.

2. Approximately five existing properties along MLK and ten properties along
Marguerite Street will be partially impacted by the proposed roadway
improvements. The proposed pond will utilize the remainder of these parcels
as well as six existing adjacent parcels to minimize proposed right-of-way
acquisition costs.

The proposed pond areas are preliminary estimates only. Actual pond areas will
be determined during final design and will be dependent on site availability, soil
conditions and permitting requirements in effect at the time of final design.

The proposed pond locations within each sub-basin were determined from
existing topography, existing land use, proximity to an existing outfall, and the
proximity to the existing right-of-way. The proposed ponds will be designed to
function as an amenity to the project in addition to providing stormwater and
treatment capacity. The ponds may utilize landscaping, fountains, littoral zones,
hard designs and other features to provide an aesthetic and functional system, as
described in the TIS Urban Design Guidelines.
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Comment W42:

Response:

Comment W43:

Response:

Comment W44:

Response:

Comment W45:

Response:

Comment W46:

Response:

As detailed in the TIS Urban Design Guidelines, aesthetic treatments will be
incorporated into the roadway design to minimize the visual and audible effects
of the interstate on adjacent land uses. To improve safety on cross streets,
vertical abutments and proper lighting will be used to encourage pedestrian
traffic and discourage loitering.

The Preferred Alternative concept will not adversely affect community cohesion.
The initial construction of the interstate in the early 1960's severed many
neighborhoods; however, over the past 30 years, many of these areas have
reestablished themselves as cohesive neighborhoods. Traffic circulation within
existing communities will not be significantly altered. It is anticipated that the
interstate improvements will stimulate new development as part of better
neighborhood and community access and urban design amenities which are
intended to increase property values and improve the quality of life for residents.

The City of Tampa Parks Department is concerned with various issues
related to recreational facilities and parks adjacent to the interstate.

Another meeting will be held between the Tampa Parks Department and the
Florida Department of Transportation to further discuss the Parks Department’s
concems.

Location of “swamp hole" is illogical. There is already adequate storm water
sewers to carry water generated by the proposed widening. I am going to
fight.

See response to Comment W20.

How will this preject affect my mother’s property (5619 Terra Ceia Drive)?
Will we have to be relocated?

The proposed project does not impact the property indicated in the letter.
Contacted the individual and referred to the Department’s Project Management
for information on the I-4 widening.

Concerned about how the project will impact property on Adelee Street.
Does not want to live next to a noise barrier.

The property referenced in the letter is located within the proposed right-of-way.
However, construction of the Preferred Alternative for Design Segment 2A is not
in the MPO’s 20-Year Plan. Comment noted.

Request information on properties at 809, 810, 811, and 812 Baker Street,

Information requested has been provided.
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Comment W47:
Response:

Comment W48:

- Response:

Regquest information on property at 914 11th Avenue.
Information requested has been provided.

The Tampa Heights Civic Association does net support the Interim project
due to the lack of local street design elements.

The 1-275/I-4 Downtown Interchange Operational Improvement project is a
safety and operational improvement. The concept was developed to improve
ramp movements, merges and weaves. The Department is considering the
purchase of the ultimate right-of-way in the Tampa Heights area and building a
portion of the Greenway as part of the Operational Improvement project. There
will be opportunities for local civic organizations, City of Tampa or any
interested parties to assist in the further development of the Greenway plan. The
FDOT will provide assistance as needed. Comment noted.

Oral Comments Given at the Hearing

Of'the 17 oral comments received, 4 were given during the formal portion of the hearing and 13 were

given during the informal portion of the hearing. A summary of the key issues expressed and

responses to those issues follows:

Comment O1:

Response:

Comment 02:

Response:

WP_WPROWNTIS\PUBHEAR\WORKPAPR.LS 1 >

Mr. Reckart (4006 N. Marguerite): Concerned with how comments have
been addressed in the past, the closing of the 40th Street ramps hurting the
economic development of this area, the questionable need for the proposed
retention pond located at Marguerite Avenue and Martin Luther King, Jr.
Boulevard, and being held hostage since FDOT will not buy property in the
near future.

See response to Mr. Reckart’s previous Comment W20.

Mr. Mazzitelli (4119 W. Carmen Street): Concerned that funding for the
Westshore area is being delayed or reallocated to the Downtown
Interchange. Promised this improvement years ago.

The Florida Department of Transportation’s priorities and Five-year Adopted
Work Program (FY 1995/1996-1999/2000) are set in cooperation with the
Hillsborough County Metropolitan Planning Organization. The Adopted Five-
year Work Program provides funding for right-of-way acquisition in the
Westshore area in the years 1995/1996 through 1998/1999.



Comment O3:

Response:

Comment Q4;

Response:

Comment 05;

Response:

Comment Q6:

Response:

Comment O7;

Response:

Mr. Diaz: Our law firm represents Pizza Hut, Amoco, Shell Qil Company,
Westcoast Partnership and the Westshore Apartments and they wish to be
compensated for being “held hostage” by condemnation. Also, the owners
of the Westshore Apartments want the Department to change the highway
design to avoid their property.

Westshore Apartments have been contacted to discuss this project many times.
Need addresses of other properties to further evaluate comment. Due to the
southemn shift in the alignment of the interstate in this area, the northern parking
lot of the Westshore Apartments has been included as part of the proposed right-
of-way requirements.

Mr. Cochen (2401 13th Avenue): Concerned that funding for the Westshore
area and the Interchange will be delayed or reallocated. Why improve I-75
to County line if traffic cannot get through the downtown interchange.

The Florida Department of Transportation’s priorities and Five-year Adopted
Work Program are determined by the Hillsborough Metropolitan Planning
Organization. The Adopted Five-year Work Program provides funding for right-
of-way acquisition in the Westshore area in the years 1995/96 through 1998/99
and design is underway. The Downtown Interchange Operational Improvements
Project is in the Tentative Work Program (FY 1996/97 through 2000/01) with
funding for design and right-of-way acquisition scheduled 1998/99 and 2000/01,
respectively.

Ms. Bateman (4708 Ballast Point Boulevard): Does not want the Crosstown
Expressway connection to Gandy Boulevard.

Not part of the project under study. Comments noted.

Mr. Solar (710 E. Emily Street): Does not like the retaining wall and would
like the Department to consider purchasing his property.

See response to Comment W7.

Ms. McCardy (1517 31st Avenue): Would like the Department to consider
purchasing her property, which will be next to a retention pond. Not
opposed to project but please consider buying area between 25th and 26th
Streets.,

The proposed right-of-way lines are set by the requirements of the highway
design. If additional right-of-way requirements are identified during final design,
the property owner(s) affected will be contacted by the Department. Pond
locations are not final until the design phase.
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Comment O8:

Response:

Comment 09;

Response:

Comment 010:

Response:

Comment O11:

Response:

Comment 012

Response:

Comment O13:

Response:

Ms. Carley (2207 15th Avenue): Would like the Department to build the
entire uitimate and not spend money twice by improving a little bit now and
then coming back and redoing it later. We need the project.

With such a large project, construction must occur by segment. The MOoney is not
available all at once,

Mr. Pimmento (2512 15th Avenue): Against closure of the 22nd Street exit
on I-4. Would like to see the Department improve 26th Street.

Access to 21st/22nd Streets from the interstate will not be denied. The 21st/22nd
Street ramps are being relocated to 14th/15th Streets and access will be
maintained with a frontage road. In the Ybor City area, 26th Street is a City-
maintained roadway, not under the jurisdiction of the Department.

Mr. Wright: Concerned about the impacts of the interstate on the Mt. Olive
AME Church at 1747 West LaSalle Street.

According to the information available through the property appraiser’s office,
the Mt. Olive AME Church owns the property that it is currently being used for
parking. The church will be compensated for the loss of their parking. Referred
to FDOT District VII’s Right-of-Way Department,

Mr. Frazier: Would like the interstate alignment to be moved north in the
Ybor City area to incorporate the property between the existing interstate
and Columbus Drive to save money and time.

See response to Mr. Frazier’s previous Comment W3§.

Ms. Willsey (2106 N. Morgan Street): Concerned with the Downtown
Interchange Operational Improvements plan and the lack of “buffering”
between the interstate and the Tampa Heights neighborhood and allowing
for the Greenway.

The Department is considering the purchase of the ultimate right-of-way in the
Tampa Heights area and building a portion of the Greenway as part of the
Operational Improvement project. There will be opportunities for local civic
organizations, City of Tampa or any interested parties to assist in the further
development of the Greenway plan. The FDOT will provide assistance as needed.

Ms. Fernandez (2815 Central Avenue): Concerned with the Interim
Interchange plan and the need for noise barriers.

The 1-275/1-4 Downtown Interim Interchange project is a safety and operational
improvement. The concept was developed to improve ramp movements, merges
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Comment O14;

.- Response:

Comment Q15;

Response:

Comment Q16:

Response:

Comment O17;

Response:

and weaves. This is not a capacity improvement, and the project will not audibly
change the current noise levels, However, the issue of noise barriers will be
addressed by the Department as the project proceeds.

Ms. Baker (1215 15th Avenue): Would like to make sure that their property
is a whole take and not a partial.

Comment noted.
Ms. Lane: Need more parking at the Hearing.
Comment noted.

Ms. Victor: Own property near the downtown interchange and would like
to know when she can get her check.

The property noted is not within the proposed right-of-way for the Downtown
Interchange Operational Improvement. It is located within the proposed right-of-
way for the Preferred Altemnative. However, construction of the Preferred
Alternative for Design Segment 2A is not in the MPO’s 20-Year Plan.

Mr. Misa: 7th Avenue should not be closed, as shown in the ultimate plan,
and development should continue to be encouraged, as it has been with Ybor

City.

The Downtown Interchange Operational Improvement, which is in the tentative
Work Program, does not close 7th Avenue as the ultimate Preferred Alternative
does. The ultimate Preferred Alternative for the downtown interchange is not in
the MPO 20-Year Plan. The property noted is not within the proposed right-of-
way for the Downtown Interchange Operational Improvement. Comment noted.
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UNIGIHINAL

TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
PUBLIC HEARING

Work Program Number: 7140004
State Project Number: 99007-1402
Federal Aid Project Number: IR~9999(43)

I-275 from the Howard Frankland Bridge North to
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, I-4 from
the Downtown Interchange East to 50th Street, and
the Crosstown Expressway from the Kennedy Boulevard
Overpass East to Maydell Drive,
Hillsborough County, Florida

DATE: Tuesday, January 16, 1996
TIME: 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
PLACE: Holiday Inn, Ashley Plaza

111 West Fortune Street
Tampa, Florida

Johnson & Associates

Barnett Plaza-Suite 1750 Registered Professional Reporters Additional Facilities:
101 E. Kennedy Bowlevard St. Petersburg, Clearwater,
Tampa, FL 33602 New Port Richey, Bradenton

(813) 223-4960 . (800) 329-4960
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MR. COLEMAN: Good evening. Can everyone in
the back hear me?

Welcome to the public hearing for the Project
Development and Environment Study on the proposed
improvement to Interstate 275, from the Howard Frankland
Bridge north to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard;
Interstate 4 from the downtown interchange east teo 50th
Street; the proposed Crosstown Connector in the vicinity
of 31st Street; and the Crosstown Expressway from
the Kennedy Boulevard overpass east to Maydell Drive.
This project is located within the City limits of Tampa in
Hillsborough County, Florida.

My name is Michael Coleman. I am the District
Project Development and Environment Engineer for the DOT
District VII office.

Today is Tuesday, January 16, 1996, and it is
approximately 6:15 p.m. This public hearing is being
conducted by the Florida Department of Transportation in
accordance with all applicable State and Federal laws,
including Title VI and Title VIII of the United States
Civil Rigbts Act.

This public hearing is being held at the
Holiday Inn, Ashley Plaza, locatéd at 111 West Fortune
Street, Tampa, Florida, from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and

concerns the following project: Work Program Number:
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7140004; State Project Number: 99007-1402; Federal Aid
Project Number: IR-9999(43).

A court reporter is present to provide an
official verbatim transcript of these proceedings.

In keeping with Florida statutory requirements
and Department policies, this hearing was advertised in
the December 8, 1995, edition of the Florida
Administrative Weekly. The Administrative Weekly is the
official forum for announcing public agency actions.
Additionally, the hearing announcement was published in
the Tampa Tribune on December 26, 1995, and again on
January 12, 1996. The hearing announcement was also
published in ILa Gaceta on January 12, 1996.

Under Titles VI and VIII of the United States
Civil Rights Act, any person or beneficiary who believes
they have been subjected to discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin,
disability or family status may file a written complaint
with the Florida Department of Transportation Minority
Programs Office in Tallahassee. The address of this
office is 605 Suwanee Street, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399.
Complaints may also be filed with the Florida Department
of Transportation, District VII; Title VI Coordinator,
located at 11201 North Malcolm McKinley Drive, Mail

Station 7-500, Tampa, Florida, 33612, Attention:
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Michael Coleman.

This public hearing will also fulfill
requirements for implementation of Executive Orders 11990
and 11988 relating to "Protection of Wetlands" and to
"Floodplain Management," respectively.

We are here tonight to present to you and
explain the engineering and environmental work
accomplished to date for the project and to give you an
opportunity to publicly and officially comment on the
concepts. Please understand that the plans displayed on
the maps here this evening are not finalized construction
plans.

We bring plans to public hearings while they
are still in a conceptual stage to seek public opinion and
to solicit local knowledge of values and concerns as they
relate to these transportation plans. This gives
interested persons like you an opportunity to become fully
aware of proposed highway improvements and state your
comments so that they may be considered before the concept
is finalized and prior to beginning the final design for
the project.

This presentation provides a summary ofrthe
Department of Transportation’s eﬁgineering and
environmental studies associated with the proposed

improvements. The limits of the project include




10

11

12

13

14

15

is

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Interstate 275, from the Howard Frankland Bridge north to
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr Boulevard; Interstate 4 from
the downtown interchange east to 50th Street; the proposed
Crosstown Connector in the vicinity of 31st Street; and
the Crosstown Expressway from the Kennedy Boulevard
overpass east to Maydell Drive.

Many of you attended a public hearing.on a
part of the project from the Howard Frankland Bridge to
Dale Mabry Highway that was held on March 22, 1993. We
have since incorporated this project, which already has an
approved environmental document, into the project being
presented a here tonight.' No changes have been made to
the concept presented at the previous public hearing.

When you came in this evening you were offered
a handout containing information concerning the project.
This handout contains a description of the Federal and
State partnership to provide highway facilities and other
transportation facilities through the use of the
Federal-Aid Highway Program. The right-of-way acquisition
process is also described.

The Department considered several alternatives
for providing the necessary improvements, and tonight we
will be presenting the No Builad Alternative and the

Preferred Build Alternative.

The No Build Alternative examines the probable
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results of not providing any improvements to Interstate
275, Interstate 4, the proposed Crosstown Connector, and
the Crosstown Expressway. The No Build Alternative is
considered to be a viable alternative and will remain so
throughout the public hearing process.

The Preferred Build Alternative for I-275
consists of a four-roadway system from the Howard
Frankland Bridge/Kennedy Boulevard ramps to horth of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. HOV/Transitway
lanes will be included within the interstate alignment.
Proposed interchange improvements include a fully
directional interchange for the Interstate 275 connection
to the Veterans Expressway; direct ramping from the
memorial Highway (S.R.60) and Kennedy Boulevard to the
Veterans Expressway; modifications to the existing
Westshore Boulevard, Lois Avenue, and Dale Mabry Highway
interchanges; modification of ramps at Ashley, Scott, and
Kay Streets to and from the west on Interstate 275 to
provide a west side downtown distributor interchange at
Ashley/Tampa Streets serving all movements; a west bank.
downtown interchange with ramps to and from the west on
Interstate 275 at North Boulevard; removal of the existing
ramps to and from the north at Fioribraska Avenue; and a
full interchange at Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Boulevard. Other new non-interstate improvements include
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the Sherrill Street extension north from Memorial Highway
and Kennedy Boulevard under Interstate 275 to Cypress
Street, and the New Lemon Street Connector to Westshore
Boulevard from Occident Street.

Interstate 4 Improvements include a
four-roadway system throughout the study area. HOV lanes
will be included within the interstate alignment. Ramps
will be relocated from 21st and 22nd Streets to 14th and
15th Streets. Other improvements include the removal of

the 19th Street overpass, the reconfiguration of the split

interchange at Columbus Drive and 50th Street, the removal

of the interchange ramps at 40th Street, and a new
directional freeway-to-freeway interchange with the
proposed Crosstown Connector.

The proposed Crosstown Connector will be a
six-lane facility on a new alignment beginning at
Interstate 4 in the vicinity of 31st Street and extending
south to the Crosstown Expressway. Crosstown Expressway
improvements begin at the Kennedy Boulevard overpass and
extend east to Maydell Drive.

The Preferred Build Alternative will utilize
the existing interstate and Crosstown Expressway
right-of-way and will regquire tﬁé acquisition of new
right-of-way along most of the project length. Additional

right-of-way will also be required for stormwater
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treatment in several locations along the project. Pond
sites will be selected to minimize residential and
business relocations during the final design phase.

The Preferred Build Alternative will replace
out-of-date design standards with current standards
increasing safety, capacity, and operating efficiency.

In addition to the engineering proposals, a
summary of the environmental studies that identify the
social, economic, physical and natural resource impacts
which may result from constructing the Preferred Build
Alternative is presented in the handout.

We have representatives here tonight to answer
engineering and environmental questions, as well as
general guestions regarding the right-of-way acquisition
process. Many of your guestions may be ﬁery specific in
nature, and we may not be able to answer them until the
final design phése of the project. We will give you the
best answer we can based on the information that we have
at this point.

Your comments regarding the proposed
improvements tonight may be made in one of four different
ways.

First, you may make an oral statement to the
court reporter in a one-on-one setting; second, you may

prepare a written statement on the comment form provided




10

11

12

i3

i4

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

in your handout which can be submitted to the court
reporter or put into the comment boxes provided; third,
you may make an oral statement during this formal portion
of the public hearing; and fourth, written comments and
exhibits may be submitted following the hearing to:
William H. McDhaniel, Jr., P.E., District Secretary,
Attention: Michael J. Coleman, P.ﬁ., District Project
Develdpment and Environmental Engineer, Florida Department
of Transportation, PD&E Department - MS 7-500, 11201 North
McKinley Drive, Tampa, Florida, 33612-6403.

These comments must be postmarked by January
26, 1996 to be included as part of the official public
hearing transcript. This address is included in the
handout.

Comments submitted in any one of these four
ways will be included in the official transcript of the
public hearing proceedings. I would like to emphasize
that all four types of comments carry the same weight. No
extra consideration is given to oral comments during the
formal portion of the hearing tonight.

After January 26, 1996, the Department will
consider all comments received and all the engineering and
environmental work that has been.accomplished in order tao
make the final decision regarding the proposed

improvements.
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The final selection and all supporting
engineering and envirommental work will be sent to the
Federal Highway Administration for final review and
concurrence to ensure that this is a viable project and
that it has been accomplished in accordance with all
applicable State and Federal rules and regulations.

After the Federal Highway Administration
approves the environmental document, then final design can
begin.

At this time, we will show a short wvideo that
describes the project and discusses how it would implement
many of the transportation goals of the Tampa Bay area.
Following the video, we will open the hearing for public
comments.

{WHEREUPON, the video was shown.)

Tampa Interstate Study

Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Video

In today’s transportation-dependent world,
interstate systems across the county provide vital
connections to employment, residential, and entértainment
centers. Interstate also provide connections to airports,
ports, and other transportation hubs such as bus terminals
and park-and-ride lots. Tampa’s‘interstate serves this
same function. With explosive growth Florida experienced

in the 1970s, travel demand increased faster than the
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ability to plan and construct new roadways. To meet these
and future travel needs, the Florida Department of
Transportation, District VII, began preparing a master
plan for the interstate in the mid-1980s. Completed in
1289, the Tampa Interstate Study Master Plan serves as a
guide for transportation improvements into the 2ist
century.

Innovative in its approach, the Master Plan incorporates
many forms of transportation to move people, goods and
services throughout our community.

The goal of the hearing is to explain the
proposed improvements for the Westshore area, the downtown
area, and the Ybor City area and to receive your comments
on the proposed project.

The Tampa interstate was built in the early
1960s and was one of the earliest segments of interstate
in the country. Alfhough appropriate at that time for
Tampa Bay’s population, the interstate now handles three
times the number of vehicles it was designed to carry.
Accidents are common during busy travel times, often
caused by the bumper-to-bumper traffic and the
roller-coaster effect experienced in some areas. In the
event of an accident or disabled vehicle, narrow shoulder
widths offer no place for drivers to pull off the

interstate and delay times are further increased. Other
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regional roadways, such as the Veterans Expressway,
provide necessary links to surrounding communities, but
the interstate remains the backbone of Tampa’s
transportation network. The agency responsible for
planning Tampa’s future transportation network is the
Hillsborough County Metropolitan Planning Organization.

"T really think the proposed improvements are
needed, but I don‘t guite understand the four-roadway
concept."

The proposed improvements displayed tonight
are designed as a four-roadway system. A four-roadway
system can best be described as one roadway inside of
another. The inside roadway, or through roadway, would
serve travelers using the interstate for long trips, such
as across the State, across the county or from one side of
the city to the other. The outside roadway, or local
roadway, would operate much like the interstate does
today, with virtually the same access to businesses and
communities. To move from the inside through roadway to
the outside local roadway, a vehicle would exit the inside
roadway at a designated location. For this project, these
areas would be in either the North Boulevard area or the
40th Street area.

Two additional terms that you should be

familiar with are priority ramps and high occupancy
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vehicles.

Buses, vanpools, and cars carrying more than
two people are all examples of high occupancy vehicles.
HOV priority ramps for this project would be located in
the center of the through roadway to allow buses,
vanpools, and carpoolers to exit from the center of the
interstate without crossing local traffic. Three HOV
priority ramps would be located at Trask Street, Tampa
Street and Morgan Street.

The proposed improvements presented tonight
include Interstate 275 from the Howard Frankland Bridge
north to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and
Interstate 4 from the downtown interchange east to 50th
Street.

Key features of the proposed improvements
include better access to the Westshore Business District
to reduce congestion. Direct ramps from Kennedy Boulevard
to the Veterans Expressway will be provided. Sherrill
Street will be extended under the interstate and a new
one-way extension of Lemon Street to Westshore Boulevard
will be constructed. Interchanges will be provided at
Kennedy Boulevard, Veterans Exprgssway, Westshore
Boulevard, Lois Avenue, and Dale Mabry Highway.

In the West Tampa area, interchanges at Himes,

Howard, and Armenia Avenues will be maintained. New
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interchange ramps to and from the west at North Boulevard
will relieve congestion and provide the emerging "West
Bank" area with much needed accessibility. In addition,
interchanges will be located at Ashley/Tampa Streets and
Jefferson/Orange Streets.

On Interstate 4, the 21st/22nd Street
interchange will be eliminated. A new interchange at
14th/15th Street will be added. Frontage roads will
extend the 14th/15th Street ramps to 21lst/22nd Street to
serve both Ybor City and the downtown attractions of the
Florida Aguarium, the Tampa Bay Lightning Hockey Arena,
the Convention Center, and other destinations in Tampa’s
downtown area.

The interchange at Columbus Drive/50th Street
will be reconfigured to improve safety and operations, and
the 40th Street interchange will be eliminated.

A new section of roadway is alsoc proposed as
part of the project. This new roadway, called the
Crosstown Connector, will provide direct access between
Interstate 4 and the Crosstown Expressway in the vicinity
of 31st Street. An interchange will 1ink the interstate
to the proposed Crosstown Connector. Access will be
provided at Adamo Drive. This néw roadway will increase
accessibility to Tampa’s port area and reduce the number

of heavy trucks traveling through the Ybor City National




10

11

iz

i3

14

15

16

17

i8

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

Historic Landmark District. The Crosstown Connector will
also provide motorists a freeway connection to southern
portions of Tampa and Pinellas County.

As part of this study, a variety of data was
collected for existing conditions, ranging from land use

to wetlands and utilities to noise levels. This

information is summarized in documents located in the

display room and at local libraries.

One area of extensive study was the
documentation of historic properties. The project area
includes many historic properties within the West Tampa
National Historic District, the Ybor City National
historic Landmark District, and the proposed Tampa Heights
Multiple Property Listing, as well as several individual
structures.

As required by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, a survey was completed to
identify historic properties affected by the project. If
a property was affect by the project, the proposed
improvements were refined to either avoid or mitigate
these effects.

Because of the proximity of both the West
Tampa and Ybor City National His£oric Districts to the
interstate, widening the roadway would require the

acquisition of some historic properties. To address this
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issue, two additional public workshops and four community
work sessions were held to receive public input on ways to
minimize these effects.

Information received at these meetings was
incorporated into the Tampa Interstate Study Urban Design
Guidelines. This document outlines the amenities for
thirteen different design elements, such as wall
treatments, retention areas, lighting and landscape
features. Many examples of possible treatments are on
display tonight.

In addition to these design amenities,
representatives historic structures acquired for readway
right-of-way are proposed for relocation to vacant land in
historic areas. Much of this vacant land was the result
of urban renewal programs of the 1960’s. Relocating and
in some cases rehabilitating these historic structures
will help to revitalize residential historic communities
as well as preserve the historic structures.

We encourage your participation tonight.
Please review the proposed improvements and provide the
study team with your comments. Your comments may be
registered in one of four ways. First, make a statement
to the court reporter during the informal portion of this
hearing; second, fill out a comment form provided in the

display room and on the back of your handout and drop it
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in one of the comment boxes; three, £ill out and mail the
comment form or any statements and exhibits pertaining to
this project to the FDOT District VII address provided on
the comment form. All submittals must be postmarked by
January 26, 1996, to become part of the official public
hearing transcript; or four, if you wish to make an oral
statement during the formal portion of the hearing, please
fill out one of the speaker request cards.

Florida Department of Transportation staff
members are available to answer questions about potential
right-of-way and relocation matters. In addition, the
Tampa Interstate Study team maintains a continuously
updated mailing list. If you did not receive either a
newsletter or a notice of this hearing, please sign the
forms provided to you.

The study team is available on weekdays to
answer questions, receive comments, and provide
information about the project. Members of the study team
are also available for presentations to civic and
neighborhood organizations. Please call or write the
Florida Department of Transportation to arrange for these
speakers to address your group.

With your input and‘involvement, the Florida
Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway

Administration, and local agencies and groups can better
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ensure that the Tampa Bay area maintains its mobility and
provides a comprehensive approach to our transportation
needs. We look forward to your participation and
receiving your comments.

(WHEREUPON, the video was concluded.)

MR. COLEMAN: There are still some seats
available up front if there’s anyone that is standing in
the hall and would like to see better.

Before beginning the public comments this
evening, I would like to recognize any elected officials
that are here tonight. Please stand and introduce
yourself at this time.

If you have not signed up to speak and would
like to do so, please raise your hand and an FDOT staff
member will bring you a speakers card to be filled out.

At this time, anyone who has filled out a
speakers card and wishes to speak for the record will be
called to the microphone.

Before the first speaker begins, I would like
to remind everyone that this is not a question and answer
period. The purpose of this portion of the public hearing
is to allow you to make public s?atements regarding views
and opinions of this project. If you have any specific
guestions, please see one of the representatives during

the informal period following this formal portion.
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Questions posed during the formal portion will be
addressed and other comments received will be available

about three weeks after the comment period closes January

26, 1996.

SEE APPENDIX C
FOR COURT REPORTER’S TRANSCRIPT OF ORAL COMMENTS
RECEIVED DURING THE PUBLIC HEARING
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7146804  State Project No. 99007-1462  Federal Aid Project No. IR-999%9(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET _

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
: -

Name < Rl l'< (w6

Address A G 1S Ld. Lowri AvY

City TUE State =L Zip 23629

Piease use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.
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(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.

All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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‘Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.



TEAR HERE

TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE 11 W11
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET _

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
2T ) Ea
O L
Name ool 00 U oo v T
Lo G fid-ge )
Address (O -1 T, [ 14 = E gy A .
) // L - o ] f__“ . ¢ :_,! . 2:/ /__,-\
Citye4. 0 State . ;. 0 s o Zip 5o o

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments info the comment box here tonight or mail thern to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be pestmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: ( A /\ J}JUCLr‘ %MF Q/v o / /_ 471:‘/

e

s RESEy

LQJ @J“{“Qilc:f_'yf

Q} JUWJ /HLM

Uuz,;{ “*’xﬂ

oo \N! LA .KIL-J 2

p L AT A 1

L (*-..ﬁ'\/ L&Q\v

foJﬁLZMCﬁu}ng”ﬁww&

4 I
A Lf:.(,ue ey I

l‘) A 18 )J‘.i

Do g v i ww

-

(\mm e ea s O“chbv ) 7}

fe 7
: _ /‘I[ " 7 A ﬁ— £
REAVY A..mjl st -fi e

g I A hac )

IR2A\Y O&&//u})( I”

3%65@5 DA P O

/\A_C}\Q,A LJ D10

/Efzjzz:cxu 7

)

b\ffl“ - (Epa,o/i

)f\m =2 223663,
If\a T

. Y bed D4t

LAN

CppaidVra Aol .

Qdyﬁ/vuf' 0

o {Q/#’\&, Q\%‘U@Afé—(

O

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.



TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE 11 W20

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

.1402 Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

Work Program No. 7140004 State Project No. 95007

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

January 16, 1996

O e Ao L] L.

ool | ) JIAEGI R TE £
Zip 706 O3

State (.

Name
Address

city _ZAenf 4

our opinions about the project. Drop your written
or mail them to the address on the back of this form.

postmarked by January 26, 1996.
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Please use this comment sheet to express ¥

comments into the comment box here tonight
All written comments must be
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(Amtach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.



TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY -PHASEII w21
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET |

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Nmeﬁoéffzf%c/fm/zmﬁéﬂ,&#u

Address ?/// 4 },’/’f

Cjty“"fjﬁ, Ve State /:/ A le <) (¢ /

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
Ali written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Commengs: YV, /V{, ol le Aeep a7 g
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(Attach additional sheets if necessary}

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE 11 W22
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No. TR-9999(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET .

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Name \g\B‘\ QAoe \J\ ol \\
Address @qu\ - Q/O\ LU 3\( . .
City NN Qo State +L. Zip 33 (a Ojd

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: E\ea\c N\{u (—GUf‘t'\\ef' (‘},{}FFQSDUf\dMCC "'ﬂ My

nome., i amm leae pusnec of Hhis ﬁ(‘OOP!‘l"Kj{
h'L {1 mo;( OmCCf‘r\‘)}r-"}j -pn:\\ 'g bﬁrng thqu’(d
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\ mﬁt 2!0{1
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{Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE 11 w23
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7146004  State Project No. 99007-1462  Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

"~ PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Name (=ERARD ’i—\' LJ M—CJZJP(K( ‘ @L—m wALLi Al

Address [ 9 2 MASNOLIA DL ’
City CAEM@L{JA:FE‘JO\ State. T 1 Zip 2L R

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
AH written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Commenss: __PLEASE CHARNGE YOUR [MALING AGEESS
IV THE WESISHOME AVPEA  FROM

WA.CZAA, R ILIFY
oy FLOWLIDA ENTRAL M EGMT
So5 M WESTEHEID <(
OSHKoSH, JL

70

RITA WA C7AFK
1903 MpEOMAR DR
LW ATEL, Fie 24027

{Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.



TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE II w24
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET |

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Name %‘\\3’)@ % &e LBy \-\fr:w-\& [N LN
Address Yl5 2 € &2 #Q SE UV
City Cad 2y State  {-{_ Zip 33605

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: __ AL ARV a ka Wi = r S £ - Y
, X

Fey

-1 . T
PR 1 WIS [N A LR i : S o N
¥ =

{Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE 11 W25
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7140004 State Project No. 99007-1402 Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

. PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET -

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Name é(/g’g’(-‘[ 6— Cé' ﬁ&’u‘.&. ):)_g/g@ thgy Dj

Address 4% ;2 Vit 0““@
City ﬂm/a State  ~FKX Zip 53625

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by J anuary 26, 1996.

Comments: J&J‘A—L /A/m.{/@a/‘\, (YWJJDU{/ W@A M

-~

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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y 419 Marlin Street
o FER -] PH 3 05 9 Yexiin Stroe
January 25, 1996

Mr. William H. McDaniel, Jr., P.E.
District Secretary

Florida Department of Transportation
11201 N. Maleolm McKinley Drive
Tampa, Florida 33612-6403

Dear Sirt

Complying with instructions issued at Tampa Interstate Study
Public Hearing held January 1€, 1996 - A Public Hearing Comment.

As a life time resident of the state of Pennsylvania, so as to
attend the Tampa Interstate Study Publie Hearing January 16, 1996 it

was necessary for me to take the trip from Pennsylvania to Tampa,
Florida.

The vacant corner lot located at Henderson and Central Avenue
Tampa Heights in Tampa, I inherited from my father. About 1980 I
visited the office at Hillsborough Court House to acquire a building
permit to construct a house, They told me they could issue the permit,
but advised me that this lot was included in expanded 1-275 highway
plans, and it would be foolish to build a house because it would be
taken for expanded highway construction. Soon afterwards T received
notice from the Greiner Team for the Tampa Interstate Study informing
me my lot was in the path of new highway design,

Over the years vwaiting for Florida DOT to acquire the property I
have had to pay out $2,406.59 for real estate taxes. Also the City of
Tampa has constantly threatened legal action if I do not keep the
lot cleared of weeds, bushes and debris, The cost of this work performed
by a contractor over the years has been $1,764.00,

Now after attending the meetihg I am informed that it may be years

I will be compelled to contimue this expense before the property will

be acquired. The amount I have paid eut will be more then the property
will be worth,

For me there must be some relief. This lot is in the vicinity of
the intersection with 1-275 and 1-4 known as "Malfunction Junction,"

Yours truly, -

- Jeremiah B, Harris

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public rearmg.
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2728 Spinnaker Dr

S5UEM 25 P 22n
Tampa, F1l. 33611

Jen. 24, 1996

Micheel J. Coleman

P.E: Project Devélopment Enviorment Engineer
Tl. Dept of Transportation Diet. V1l

11201 N. McKinley Dr. M.S. 7-500

Tampa, Fl. 33612-6403

Dear ESirs:

¥y name is Felicia Pardo ¥icell and 1 show as ine owner of

mv mother's house. Her name is Mrs. John Pardo, and as 1long
as she lives,she is the owner &nd has been for the last 50 vyrs
che lives at 706 E. Hugh St. My sisier who lives behind her,
(Mrs Cermella Pardo Guido] lives on.707 E Adalee S%.

1 have seen your maps and heve talked to many peoplg, but I
know no more now than before.

ATe these houses going to be ageinst & wall or will the city
purchase them. )

I have enclosed & map to show how we are located.

Please give me some kind of answer, because Wwe have ito &ccount
to our families and we have to make préparations.

I thenk you for an imediate response.

‘Sincerely,

Felicisa Perdo dicelil
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= Gonwen (e TANMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASEII w30
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No. IR-999%(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

January 16, 1996 ' 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Name _ROSE RO
address Qb0 LONG ST,
city__ TPy DA Swate_ || Zip 33005

Please use this comment sheet {0 express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: ﬂ\ﬁ ﬁu,i \t( L\{Zﬁk’lﬂff Las (\\’QWC’{A&’OF QQJJ
f‘O\f\/‘l(—’MA:ﬂ& , ,E,— UOWl Lf\\? a—é@(;{“pd L’)U ﬂ‘& jlm@fc'éj
‘cepsetoudn Cohnoctop

When S < HdS Dhace o+ leers*%ka AP IOVetenT

%@xn%h \1r,nnﬁn9

@mgp Qpn/i DPALE A-2{ showing LONG STEE
aexrral \Jieulof pc cd resideures 094 an
Ddtoyr avuailo wmpg relate d dp LONG STREET
ahd Sctos¢ts wn C',DHHF

~ Send 1vdoemadfioh 'J\—D
ToOoN]| ‘QOIF

Yoo ROSE ROIE
214 LONG ST, |
TAMPA, FL. 33005
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(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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T TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASEII © w3 1
= % ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMFIE

o IVED PDE&

“; [; Work Program No. 7140004 ~ State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Projéct No. TR28999(43)8:

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET \..\

January 16, 1996

Name 2y Mot T L0 M=
Address YA ) M 1, bR £rLs 35

2 £
= 5757
City__ 7 A Pl State__S 17— Zip R4 1

4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comiments: foip [/1(?—4’ L/ / HLAT ,&U ﬂ(d/d]/ %ﬁ}/ﬁ}&f
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{Attach add} ional sheets if necessa:y) / ‘;
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—> &= = CTUTAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE I W32
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402 Federal Aid Project No. TR-9999(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

January 16, 1996

4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Name Felix Nelson Lopez
Address 4013 Central Avenue

City Tampa State Florida Zip 33603-3908

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here fonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: I have an empty tot at 1607 15th Avenue,

your maps,

By looking at
1 see that a noise barrier wall will be erected right
behind my property and take the alieyway behind it.

I see it very
unfair of DOT not to buy this lot since it is planning to buy

half of the block ijust east of my propertv. I would like for

vou to consider buying this 1ot also.

Eoliy Nelson Lopez
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{Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time t¢ participate in this Public Hearing.
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TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE 11 w33

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTL -

|l‘!ﬂﬁ Ll b ¥l

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Pm}ecl No“IR- 9999(*33)U K

D

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. \
Name 30S¢PH D f;m e To \
. \
Address LS 10L— 15%> /}_u ?
ciy_ T8 ~ LA Fla. State F Jovi g Zip 53605

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: QQ}V\« %—V\A

Q’l“’dmwm%w T-4,%
QUM@E_’:% MWOZT‘H/\LPMN
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W s, S Mwﬂwxwﬁ»@/a«vvmﬂc
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{Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASETI ~ W34

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTEIVED PO

CL UH29 PHI2: 0N
Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

'PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

January 16, 1996 - 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Name %wm /] /éom;yspm
Address \5 A2 @S(’PO/%J—- (D/édfce,

City /ﬁ’ﬂ:j/f)&ﬁ—’ State  EL Zip 33060 7/30

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: /()éfd- AM é/gb 1227 M’f Liveed ficles zﬁ-o
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{Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE 11 w35
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMEN®RECEIVED PhAE

6o 100 PH P (1
Work Pregram No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. te 7:36 p.m.

Name m \73']44 M é{ %—:14-&(/(,
Address ;«7‘// oy ,7{/)‘//(4/1./7%, %

City fljfmf{{/ State % Zip 35403/

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments ﬂ%&i WV ,ﬁJéIMJ
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(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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January 25, 1996 W36

Mr. William H. Mc Daniel, Jr. PE.
District Secretary

270 W 62 NVF 9
i

<
Florida Dept. of Transportation =Z
11201 N. M. McKinley Dr. -
Tampa, FL 33612-6403
Re: Work Program 7140004, State Project 99007-1402, Federal Aid Project IR-9999(43)
Dear Sir,
I am writing to notify you that  oppose the interim plan of the above listed project. I live
in Tampa Heights and over the years have attended meetings where input was given and a
master plan was developed. The interim plan dewviates to far from the master plan that has
been presented down through the years to the people that will be living near the new
interstate. It is absolutely essential that the buffer zone and hnear park remain in the
project. If the buffer zone and the linear park are removed it will be detrimental to the
Tampa Heights area. All I ask is that the master plan go forward as 1t was presented in the
beginning, many years ago.
Mr. Marion Wacaser and Mrs. Kathleen Barry-Wacaser
2108 N. Morgan St.
Tampa, FL 33612
813-223-9545
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T TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE II

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT w38

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99067-1402  Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

January 16, 1996 4:30 p. nﬂ‘to 7:

Name ﬂwﬂf FﬁﬁZ/fﬁ
Address fo D 60/‘( .:Q:%/'y'-‘?‘ é?"
city_ 7/ State___/~ A Zip _= 3 é;&%

e

ui“ fl»

J’
E
{"J
LJ

EZNV

‘ i

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop youﬁvrxtten
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: pff?% 5//< A,

T S O OCECNS T L
PROTECT T+ HEOUCH  MED/IR s T>.
/77 W OUAL [LRE I EALEIS P LS ETTEIL
/F O O LPEPIEL  THE ~AAND
RE’/’WF.EA/ (NVORT ) )= F C&LL/MABZ/J ANV
BYUIAT AN  JNTERSTIITE 7/ E R PAND
A VE  TIE LAND  WHERLE [~ S
ﬂ/&n/ T THE CITY DE__TARMFA O~ X2
PEVELOLLTENT = TH /S S RECAUS E THE

OSsT  TD ALEL THE  F20L DEEAN LUl A
DN STRUCTION 1S  SAY [7/GCH. T TIILRLKED

7>  KR/ENEE — ARIGV TH/.S By THE
AN LS WAS  fos CHEIL =, LYV THEY

LrL _NDT  pANYT T2 USET TIHE s D
207/ SS /2N A Y2 (2T e

L5/ L TS S THE  LOF) A4 T/ NG—
AL CHEAPESY TIH/NG  TO PD. Z (EFE
SO T TALKL T LIAOL  SRECD N FEEN A
JVOEEE L, P  YEOR  (EDFAE LB UV THLS

{Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE II W39
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

" PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Name Felix Nelspn lopez
Address 4013 Central Avenue

City Tampa State Florida Zip 33603-3908

Please use this comment sheet {o express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: Qur _home is located at 4013 Central Avenue N., between MLK Blvd.

and Ida Street. By looking at vour map, I see a retention pond is

geing to be in our entire block. My wife and I are not in favor of
this, because there is cheaper, uninhabited land just south of us,

between MLK Blvd. and Virginia Avenue. There are abundant empty lots

at the corner of Taliafero and MLK Blvd. There is enough vacant land on
the N.E. corner of MLK Blvd. and Taliafero. It seems to me that if

the retention pond is located as your maps show, the wvalue of

North Central Avenue, from MLK Blvd. to Bird Street, will lose its

identity as being part of Seminole Héights.

Felix Nelson Lopez

j/,éi/;/)!ﬂt = Z

- "-G‘-—‘ ’U
¥ 7 -
i > O
< joon jmn]
Ny -
Kl T""-
s
-y ™3
0
-
p—
T
rta

4y

{Anach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood Association, Inc.
5 : LI :3
January 23, 1996 = L m
_:_ O
Mr. William H. McDaniel, Ir, P.E. :_._'. ]
District Secretary oz
Florida Department of Transportation =T
11201 N. Malcolm McKinley Drive D i
Tampa, Florida 33612-6403 T
e
Attention: - -
Mr. Michael J. Coleman, P.E. ) o
District PD&E Engineer
MS 7-500
Re:

Public Hearing Comments
January 16, 1996

WPI Neo. 7140004

State Project No. 99007-1402
FAP No. IR-9999(43)

Tampa Interstate Study - Phase I
Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Mr. Coleman;

Representatives of our neighborhood association and residents of the neighborhood, attended the Public Hearing on
January 16, 1996. Our key concerns are: .

1. Traffic Projection

. No incentive lo ride slternate modes of tramsportation

. No incentive for through traffic to take alternate route
Aar Quality

Noise Levels

The Study Limits

N s

Direct impact to the neighborhood in loss of property and neighbors
The Physical Division

The original I-275 construction negatively changed the character of this area forever. By bisecting Tampa, the
interstate spawned blight and decay. It is questionable however, the extent to which public input or comment is
heeded in projects of this magnitude. It is our opinion that the widening of I-275 to up to 16 lanes is out of scale
with our urban area. '

The Environmental Impact Statement states that the reconstruction is needed due (0 an expected increase in travel

demand of up to 70% by the year 2010. Less that 15 years. This projection is not fully explained. Traffic
projections made in the past for this region were much higher than actually experienced.

Post Office Box 360022, Tampa. FL 33673-0022
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Similarly the EIS projects an increase in the Central Business District employment from 24963 to 88079 in 2010,
This is over & three fold increase. This projection is also not fully explained. Where are these people coming from?
Westshore is only expected 1o increase from 70000 to 100000 in the same period. The City of Tampa 1s one of the
major activity centers identified in the study and this data is suspect.

The EIS states that the "introduction of rail transit system would have minimal effect on the usage of the Interstate
System”. If the 16 lane alternate is constructed, there would be little or no inceniive to ride alternate modes of
transportation. Qur {rapsportation system must include alternatives like the commuter rail proposal. It utilizes
predominately existing railroad right-of-way that historically made connections to the outlying areas that are now
the areas of growth that the interstate would serve. It should be the first priority financially and shouid be in place
and functioning so that the transportation planners and our elected officials don't have to guess at projected ridership.

Why are such astounding allowances being made for through traffic? Why isn't through traffic using I-75. I
tourists were traveling through from the North to Ft. Myers, wouldn' it be logical that they would take 1-75 instead
of the congestion of Tampa? Has a connector to the Veterans Expressway from 1-275 and 1-75 been seriously
examined? The Velerans Expressway is operating significantly below projections.

The EIS indicates that the air quality will actually improve after construction. The traffic projections indicate that
the traffic volumes will increase from 40 to 130% or more depending on the segment. We doubt the validity of
these results. Under the current conditions it is possible, on most days, to detect an increase in exhaust smell during
rush hour, The doubling of traffic can only add to the poliutant loads in the general vicinity.

The noise levels from the existing road are such that it is almost impossible to sleep with the windows open at night
for up to 1/2 mile away. The introductions of noise walls may theoretically reduce the noise levels at certain
"receptors” to acceptable FHWA levels, but we can only expect that the noise levels in the area will increase
significantly as the speeds and volumes risc on the interstate. Of the 1351 sites identified with noise problems, 1137
could be abated with walls. What of the other 214 sites?

Noise barriers are shown on the typical section at the service road level while the elevated interstate above has none.
It appears that the sound will travel well above the lower walls with little effect. How far will the sound travel?
If the road is buiit and the noise abatement doesn't work, what can be done to fix the problem?

The study area presented in the Public Hearing is rmsleadmg One graphic depicts the limits of the "study”
extending up to Martin Luther King Boulevard. Another board indicated widening up to Hillsborough Ave. One
graphic stated that no historic structures were being taken in Seminole Heights. While no home in the Historic
District proper is planned to be taken, many properties in the south part of the neighborhood are being taken for
a stormwater treatment pond. Severa} of these homes would be contributing structures if they were located in the
Historic District and they are no less significant. Areas surrounding our Historic District are currently being
considered for Historic overlay districts and future inclusion in the Historic District as they qualify.

These properties, 15 residential and 2 commercial, were selected over a larger vacant commercial property on the
southeast comner of this same intersection. It appears, that pond modifications were made in Tampa Heights to save
takings. Can similar concessions be made in stormwater design to save taking homes in Seminole Heights? Has
underground storage been considered to eliminate needing to take our neighbors properties?

There seems to be a conflict between the study area for the EIS and the exhibits presented at the Public Hearing
on January 15th, the EIS goes only to MLK while the project is shown o extend to Hillsborough Avenue. Why
is it that the impacts south of MLK are important enough to warrant an EIS. Was Seminele Heights included
the FONSI? 1s the removal of historic homes for ponds and ramps not of any significance since they are not in a
recognized Historic District?
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It 1s hard to comprehend the scale of the proposed road from the plan. The magaitude of this facility is on an order
that people in this part of the state are unfamiliar with. The width of the roadway at the overpasses for the cross
streets will create a tunnel affect, roughly the length of a football ficld and longer, that will be intimidating to any
pedestrian, bicycle rider and some drivers, especially at night. We predict if this facility it is constructed it will
further lead to the deterioration of the land uses and devaluation of the land along the entire interstate corridor
through the City of Tampa.

Why do we continue to build for three or four hours of traffic a day?
Awaitling vour response with interest, [ am

Sincerely,
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

@M% 7,

A. Evan St Ives, President
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" TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASEII W42
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

VED piis s

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No, [R39999(43): ;. 1

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Name City of Tampa Parks Department

Address 7525 North Boulevard

Cl[y Tampa State FL Z}p 33604

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments: See additional sheets 1 and 2.
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{Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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Thank you for taking time to participate in thig Public Hearing.
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PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET

4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
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Please use this comment sheet to exprés$ your opinions about the project. Drop your written
commments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
Al written comments must be postinarked by January 26, 1996.
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COURT REPORTER’S TRANSCRIPT OF ORAL COMMENTS
RECEIVED DURING THE PUBLIC HEARING
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Questions posed during the formal portion will be
addressed and other comments received will be available
about three weeks after the comment period closes January
26, 1996.

To allow everyone that would like to speak the
opportunity to do so, please limit your comments to three
minutes. Before you start speaking, please state your
name and address for the court reporter.

The first speaker card that I have is
Mr. Gary Reckart of 4006 North Marguerite Street, Tampa,
Florida. Mr. Reckart, if you would step over to the
microphone on the other side that way everyone can hear
you. Thanks.,.

MR. RECKART: I reside at 4006 North
Marguerite Street, Tampa, 33603.

Mr. Coleman, I have observed the displays here
and I have attended a number of these meetings in the past
and it appears to me that you people aren’t listening to
us. It appears to me that there some designs that you
have, and continue to exist, and you are not paying
attention to some of the comments that some of the
citizens are making.

Number two, I notice:also, I believe, you
deleted 40th Street on this design plan and this is going

to limit the accessability of revenues and income into an
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area of Tampa that needs an infusion of income. There’s a
current PDA plan designed now to widen 40th Street from
Hillsborough Avenue to Fowler Avenue to four lanes. And
taking out that exit there will certainly impact the
viability of an income coming intoc that area of Tampa.

The other thing that I’'m particularly
interested in is that in the curréht design you have a
water-retention pond located to the corner of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and Marguerite Street, or
I-275. That is where my home is currently located. I
object to that water rentention pond being placed in that
particular area.

First of all, because there is no need of it
being there. There’s no current water flow problems on
that corner. There doesn’t appear to be any cause or
going to be a cause effect as a result of the design
there.

More importantly, that is an intersection
where ten to twenty thousand people come into our city
going to the Buc’s game or sports arenas on Dale Mabry
Avenue and to put a swamp hole right there on that major
corner in the Seminole Heights subdivision is something
that I'm going to object to and i'm going to fight.

Now, I’ve sent y’all letters and I’ve made

comments about that in the past, but you’re not paying
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attention to us, Mr. Coleman.

you would pay more attention
it relates to this concept.
Also, it appears
going to be in limbo for ten
not going to be able to sell

design. And I would like to

So I would appreciate it if

to the public’s comments as

to me that our properties are
to fifteen vears and we are
them as a result of this

know what the FDOT is doing

do to put aside some monies to purchase properties for

those who want to sell now and don’t want their properties
held captive or hostage for the next ten or fifteen years.
Thank you, sir.
MR. COLEMAN: Thank you for your comments.
The next speaker is Mr. Jimmy Mazzitelli, 4119 West Carmen
Street.
MR. MAZZITELLI: My name is Jimmy Mazzitelli.
I live at 4119 West Carmen Street.
My concern is this here: From the Frankland
Bridge to the Himes Avenue. In 1993, it was designed to
be finished. Now, we are in 1996 and I'm under the
impression from talking to people out there, that they’re
going to delay that another three or four years. I think
they’re going to take that funding and go down into the
downtown intersection which they say is the bottleneck.
We live in that area and we always seem to be on the

shortend. The 1993 people who live there, their homes are
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in limbo. Nobody knows where they are going. I remember
meeting an eighty-year old lady who said, "What am I going
to do? I can’‘t sell my home. I can’t do anything." 2and
we are turning it around now, the County Commissioners or
whoever is responsible for that are saying we are going to
take that funding and we are going to go to intersecting
two-lane on downtown due to their construction that I can
see.

So I say, the last time we gave it to the
Veterans Expressway and I say this time we take care of
our own. We are citizens too. This is a political game
and I can see it downtown, but let the County
Commissioners find another one. We gave it up once.
We’re not going to do it again. We’1ll fight.

MR. COLEMAN: Thank you for your comments.

Mr. aAndrew Diaz, 777 South Harbour Island Boulevard.

MR. DIAZ: My name is Andrew Diaz. I am the
attorney from the law firm of Brigham, Moore, Gaylord,
Schuster, Merlin & Teobin, 777 South Harbour Island
Boulevard, Tampa, Florida.

In the project, we represent owners Pizza Hut,
Amoco, Shell 0il Company, and Westcoast Partnership, énd
that owner specifically and theif property, the apartment
building, the Westshore Apartments, located at 4601 Grey

Street. That owner request comments on the record today
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that they object to the taking of either property. If
this project goes through the apartment partner and either
property and/or redesign the project so it avoids their
property altogether.

In addition, all the property owners that our
law firm represents will seek compensation for any loss of
value due to the ongoing further c;ndemnations being held
hostage for the past fifteen years by the Department of
Parking. Thank you.

MR. COLEMAN: Thank you for your comments,

Mr. Diaz.

That’s all the comment cards I have in my
hand. Would anybody else like to speak in this formal
portion of the hearing? If you would, would you just step
to the microphone and state your name and address and just
£fill out a comment card when you’re done.

MR. COCHEN: My name is Ted Cochen, 3441 West
Lambright Street, Tampa, Florida, 33612.

MR. COLEMAN: Hold on just a minute, sir. Is
the microphone on in the back? Try speaking a little
closer. Maybe the microphone is weak.

MR. COCHEN: Okay.

MR. COLEMAN: TIf you would, would you please

state your name again, sir.

MR. COCHEN: My name is Ted Cochen. I live at
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3421 West Lambright Street, Tampa, Florida, 33614. I own
property at 24th Street and 13th Avenue, the address is
2401 13th Avenue.

We are here going through the same meeting we
did in 793. Then they said it was a five-year program
from the Howard Frankland Bridge to the interchange and a
five-year program for the interchange to 50th Street.
That’s nice, but nothing’s happening and here we are doing
the same thing all over again.

Also, all of a sudden from I-75 to the County
line is in the process of being improved. If you can not
get traffic out of downtown to that area, what good is it
going to do for the downﬁown? We still have the same,
where one accident will jam-up the interstate in any
direction during the peek traveling hours.

Also, our Governor came down and looked last
year, and you showed on your film the truck hanging over
the interchange. You didn’t show the one upside down that
fell off the wall and the man was killed. The Governor
came down and flew over it and said in January of 795,
Tampa will get a new interchange. Okay. Thank you, sir.

MR. COLEMAN: Thank you for your comments.
She’ll get you a comment card as‘you sit down right there,
sir.

MR. COCHEN: Thank you.
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MR. COLEMAN: Is there anyone else who would
like to speak during the formal portion of the hearing?

The transcript of these oral proceedings of
this hearing and copies of, or references to, written
statements or exhibits, together with copies or references
to materials made available before the hearing will be
available for public inspection in the Florida Department
of Transportation, Project Development and Environment
Department located at 11201 North McKinley Drive, Tampa,
Florida, 33612, within approximately three weeks.

It is approximately 6:50 p.m. And since no
one wishes to make a statement, I hereby close this
hearing.

There will still be people available to answer
your questions in the room next door should you want to
look at displays more or ask more guestions.

Thank fou for attending.

MS. BATEMAN: My name is Barbara Bateman. I
live at 4708 Ballast Point Boulevard, Tampa, Florida.

My comments regard the extension of the
Crosstown Expressway from where it exits now to the Gandy
Bridge. DOT has had several meetings in the past. The
residence in the area have said‘fhey don’t want. They
don‘t need it. And DOT continues to pursue it.

In the paper yesterday, in the Tampa Tribune,
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it mentioned that now their idea is to get some of the
traffic off of the Howard Frankland Bridge and there’s
lights on Gandy so they need this to keep people from
stopping at the lights. There are three lights on Gandy.
Oone at Lois Avenue, which they don’t need, one at
Manhattan and one at Westshore. The only time there’s
traffic on Gandy is at 5:00 o’clock and those people may
be delayed five or ten minutes going through those lights.
So we’re going to pay close to a hundred million dollars
for a road to save them five or ten minutes, disrupt our
neighborhoods? Come on.

And the cost keeps changing. Last year, or at
the hearings, whenever they were, the cost was close to
two hundred million dollars. This year, in the Tribune
yesterday, they quoted about ninety-four million dollars.
How much is this thing going to cost? Do they listen to
people? Residents have said no. Businesses have said no.
But they continue telling us that we need this exteﬁsive
mile of road.

I didn’t have much time to prepare for this
meeting. They said that there was notices in the December
and in last Friday’s paper. It must have been buried way
in the place that nobody reads 5ecause I found out about
it at 10:30 last night. I cannot stay. I have a 6:00

o’clock appointment. I’m here at about 4:45 p.m. I had
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to leave work early. Fortunately, I could teday to come
and complain.

Also, the place they had it, the Holiday Inn,
Ashley Plaza, had no parking. I parked over in the City
of Tampa lot and paid three bucks. Why couldn’t they have
done this at one of the schools like they have in the past
or somewhere more accessible to the public and where there
would be plenty of public parking.

That’s about all I have for right now at such
short notice. But we don’t need it. We don’t want it.

Take it off the map.
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MR. MANUEL SOLAR: My name is Manuel
Solar. I live at 710 East Emily Street, Tampa.
The retaining wall of the north buffer that will
be built next to my home will depreciate the
price of my house and I won't be able to sell it
to nobody. It's too close to the interstate.
So, I'm recording a complaint. See if the
interstate -- when they come through will buy my
home. And that's about all I can say.

MS. JOYCE E. McCARDY: My name is
Joyce McCardy and my address is 1517 31st Avenue,
Tampa, Florida, zip code, 33610. My concern with
this project is the fact that property is going
to be purchased up to 13th Avenue, which is just
right in back of the property of mine on 12th
Avenue. There's going to be a retention pond
that's going to be almost in my backyard. I'm
not opposed to the plan, but I do feel that the
State should petition to buy that property
between the area of 25th and 26th Streets to give
those residents a reprieve because they're going
to be pretty well boxed in by sound barrier walls
and retention ponds. That it's not going to
allow us to have nice sights. And I'm requesting

as a property owner in that area of three or four
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parcels of land that the State by that property
and relieve those residents.

MS. SYLVIA MARION CARLEY: This 1s my
mom. She lives in the house and her name is
Althlean Marion. And, so, therefore I am making
these comments for her -- with her.

My name is Sylvia Marion Carley and I
am the daughter of Althlean Marion. We live at
2207 15th Avenue in Ybor City. Ve have reviewed
some of the plans for highway improvement and
construction. We have noted that our house and
design fall under Plan 3A as told to us by the
D.0.T. representatives. 1In looking at the entire
plans however from community to community, we
have seen the importance of having a complete
plan for not only safety, but better construction
and living for our community. Therefore, we
would encourage the construction of the entire
plan and not spending money twice by improving a
1ittle bit now and then coming back and having to
redo that and then working on an additional
plan. I think this kind of construction and
infrastructure is needed for our community.

MR. JOSEPH PIMMENTO: My name is Joe

pimmento. 2512 15th Avenue, Tampa, Florida,
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33605. I'm against foreclosure qf the interstate
exit of 22nd Street/I-4. And I'm also for
improvement of black area for streets such as
s6th Street. That's supposed to be widened out
several years now, 30 years ago in the so-called
Ybor City Improvement Plan. Yet today is not
widened. It's a dangerous area. And I want to
know —- make -- and I want to know if they're
going to do anything to improve that street, 26th
Street.
MR. ROBERT WRIGHT, SR.: Robert

J. Wright, Sr. 8329 Endive Avenue, Tampa,
33619. I'm sitting here because I'm concerned
about the church, Mt. Olive AME Church, at 1747
West Lasalle Street. And the corridor is coming
through our parking area. And I want to know
what effect that would have on the church because
if they take all the parking, we are virtually
out of business. I don't know who we would get
that answer from, but whomever can give us the
answer, we need it.

| MR. ALAN FRAZIER: Okay. My name is
Alan Frazier. My public comment concerns the
right-of-way portions of Ybor City. I Jjust

thought that D.O.T. should talk to the
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Mayor Greco and the Mayor of Commission about the
possibility of taking all the right-of-way north
of I-4 in the Ybor City area and building a new
interstate there and the existing interstate when
they're finished, tear it up and give it to the
city or the Mayor of Commission for development
of Ybor City.

T brought this comment up a couple
years ago and no one ever looked into it, T don't
think, but it would seem to be logical because
the engineer told me the cost of construction of
interstate while you have the traffic existing is
a hundreds of millions of dollars more. And, so,
I think -- I know it probably will not happen,
but I think D.O.T. should talk to the mayor about
the possibility of that and see if he thought it
was a good idea, and if he thought it was a good
idea he could get it done. And it would open a
substantial amount of land for development and
south of I-4 and although it's not peolitically
correct, it would get rid of a big slum.

MS. TRISEA WILLSEY: Trisha Willsey,
T-R-I~S-H-A, W-I-L-L-S-E-Y. 2106 North Morgan
Street, Tampa, 33602. Comments on the I-275/1-4

interim interchange survey and proposed plan
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concerns me greatly as a resident of Tampa
Heights. The interim plan does not allow for any
buffering of our neighborhood from the
interstate. It does not allow for any of the
linear parts that we have been discussing with
D.0.T. for the past five or six years. It does
not allow anything to -- to buffer the
neighborhood from the intestate at all. The
concern I have is that somehow in the interim
plan there needs to be some sort of financing
found to allow for buffering.

MS. MARTHA D. FERNANDEZ: Martha
Diane Fernandez. 2815 Central Avenue, Tampa.
And I'm concerned about the noise barrier that
they have not planned for in the interim plan
along Elmore from Florida/Nebraska to Columbus
Drive. I feel they need something there for the
residents of this area, small area. And right
now it's very noisy and with the expansion the
noise will only get worse. And they have not
made any plans for it. I would appreciate them
taking this into consideration.

MS. FRANCES BAKER: Frances Baker.
19 -- 1912 -- 1215 15th Avenue, Tampa, Florida,

33605. Once again when they're coming in and
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taking the property and putting up noise barriers
that does not work. We already have an aunt
where they did that same type of set up and she
is already sick and she had problems. We have
sick people in that house. And we've asked
months before if they're going to take the whole
property, fine. If they're simply going to come
in and take part of that property and put up
noise barriers, it's unfair to the people who
live in that community for the State to come in
and do a half way job. We've had surveyors out
there saying that, Yes, they're going to take all
the property. We're prepared to sell the
property. We do not want to have a behind job
done again. We want the whole thing.
MS. JOYCE C. LANE: My name is Joyce

C. Lane. Address, 4110 Margherite Street, Tampa,
Florida, 33603. My comment is —-- a request would
be when they hold another meeting like this,
please, hold it in a facility that is large
enough to handle the parking. That's it.

. MS. JACKIE VICTOR: My name is Jackie
Vicetor. 5117 Branch Avenue, Tampa, Florida,
33602. I own a lot on Henderson Street near

flanking the interchange where I-4/1-75 meet.
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And I'm just anxious to know when can I get my
check? How soon can 1 get my check?

MR. JOE D. MISA: My name is Joe
D. Misa. 31 -- mailing address, 3120 Florida
Avenue, Tampa, 33603. My comments are in the
nature —-- I own some property on 7th Avenue just
west of Nebraska Avenue. And in the time I've
owned that property I've come to really like the
people in that area. It is a poor black area.
There is a proposal now to close 7th Avenue.
Right now Ybor City is developing. 7th Avenue is
booming and I think it’'s ludicrous to close 7th
avenue off where you're suggesting to close it
off. I think it makes no sense and I can't help
but think there's an ulterior motive behind
closing it. I've discussed this with many people
in the neighborhood. And I'm really -- I'm
really -- feel very strongly about this. You are
closing off 7th Avenue and you're only going to
have access to Palm Avenue and Cass Street.

Now -- right now we have -=- the
police department is not far away and when
there's a shift change the §olice -- there's
police presence and visibility. They go to

shifts and go down -- or head east on Henderson.
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And when they return, most of the time they
return to 7th Avenue heading west towards the
police department. 1It's very comforting. Right
now we also have the ability of getting all the
service vehicles in there.

I think you're closing is going -- is
going to create a beautiful section to the west
of the closing and I think that's what the
ulterior motive is. That's becoming the new Hyde
Park, so to speak. It's beautiful houses being
built there. Originally I thought it was for low
income, but I know that the houses are running
from 100,000 on up, 150,000 and better. At any
rate, the closing will create a beautiful area on
that side, but I think it's going to create a
slum on the other side. And, of course, not to
mention the fact that there won't be any more
traffic going through 7th Avenue,rﬁenderson and
some of the other streets that do go through.
Henderson right now is a very busy street and 7th
Avenue has its good share of moving traffic.

Again, I do feel very strongly about
this. I've commented on this before. I don't
remember the lady I spoke to last time, but she

was a high ranking person or engineer with
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Greiner. She said she would call me back. She
thought they were valid complaints in terms of
servicing that area, but I never did get a call
back. Tonight I heard a speaker kind of berate
the member of the Greiner team -- design team by
saying, You're not listening to us. I think
there's a lot of truth to that. I really would
like a chance to speak to a designer. My
background is in architecture engineering and I
build architecture scale models. So, I'm privy
to a lot of plans. Indeed, I was the model maker
who made the model of the Crosstown connector.

At any rate, I cannot see stifling
developments along 7th Avenue. I would think
more that you would encourage development along
7th Avenue because you can get to Florida Avenue
and you create a complete circular traffic flow
into downtown. We also have a warehouse district
a little bit west of the overpass and it would be
interesting to try to develop that or encourage
development along that dead area. Indeed, with
all the nightclubs and nightclub life that's
forming along Ybor City, you have a perfect area
where there's no housing where you have these

huge warehouses so there's stores and shops and
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so on in there. A private developer might be
interested down the road in doing that.

At any rate, I know that would be a
future situation, but I -- I'm trying to say that
I think there should -- 7th Avenue should not be
closed and development should be encouraged.
Right now again as I say you have a good traffic
flow. I thought the whole purpose of most of the
stuff was to keep_traffic flowing. Instead
you're creating an area that will become a slum.
I think there's no two ways about it.

Again, I have a lot more to say, but
at this point I think I'1l end it. I would like
to speak to a designer and I will send some
written comments. I would like also to regquest
some drawings of that particular overpass, the
7th Avenue overpass. I know my property at least
at this point is not in the taking so I'm not
concerned about that. And that's it. Thank you

very much for your opportunity.
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NOTARIAL CERTIFICATE
STATE OF FLORIDA }
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH )

I, SHARLENE R. FARMER, Notary Public
in and for the State of Florida, at large, hereby
certify that the witness named herein appeared
before me for the taking of the foregoing Public
Hearing, and was by me first duly sworn to tell
the whole truth.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that the Public
Hearing was recorded in Stenotypy and
electronically by me and that the foregoing pages
constitute a true and correct transcription of my
recordings thereof.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that 1 am neither an
attorney nor of counsel for the parties to this
cause nor a relative or employee of any attorney
or party connected with this litigation and that
T have no interest in the outcome of this action.

WITNESS my hand and seal this 29th day
of January, 1996, at Tampa, Hillsborough County,

Florida.

SR NOTARY AL | _
SHARLENE R FARMER K>QL :
NOTARY PUELIC STATE OF FLORIDA ———

COMMISSION NO. CC194837 Court Regigier
MY COMMISSION EXP. AFR. 15,1996 My Commisio pires:
RS SRIER, SipERID:_Lmlooos
Bamett Plaza-Suite 1750 Registered Professional Reporters Additional Facilities:
101 E. Kennedy Boulevard St. Petersburg, Clearwater,
Tampa, FL 33602 New Port Richey, Bradenton

{813) 223-4960 . (800} 329-4960
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STATE OF FLORIDA )
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH )

I CERTIFY that the public hearing was
recorded in Stenotypy and electronically by me and
that the foregoing pages constitute a true and correct
transcription of my recordings thereof.

T FURTHER CERTIFY that I am neither an
attorney nor of counsel for the parties to this cause
nor a relative or employee of any attorney or party
connected with this public hearing and that I have no
interest in the outcome of this action.

WITNESS my hand and seal this 25th day

of January, 1996, at Tampa, Hillsborough County, Florida.

Sharon A. Harbitz

et S

SHARON A. HARBITZ .
. MY COMMISSION # CC 478034~

= EXPIRES: July 9, 1999 '

* R mnmnwmmum*mmmmm

Johnson%gRAEENQ ERED 1-16-96

Barnett Plaza-Suite 1750 Registered Professional Reporters Addirional Facilities:
101 E. Kennedy Boulevard St. Petersburg, Clearwater,
Tampa, FL 33602 New Port Richey, Bradenton

(813} 223-4960 - {800} 329-4960
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CSEALY

DEC. 26TH, 1995 & JAN. 12TH, 1996

Hllday Inn - Ashley Piaza
E11 West Fartune Street
Tumps, Fiarids 33602

Junuary 16, 1936

Open House ;3 p.m. to %:30 p.m,
Fresentation 8:00 p.m,

Work Program Trem Noa TH0u0$ Stue Mrojeet
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will con-
duct a Public Hearing on the proposed improvements to 1
275 from the Howard Frankland Bridge/Kennedy Boulevard
ramps and just north of Cypress Street on Memorial High-
way (S.R. 60) north 1o Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boute-
vard and 1-4 from 1-27% (including the interchange) to east
of 50th Street (U.S. 41); a multi-laned controlled access
facitity (Crossiown Connector) on new alignment from §-4
south to the existing Tampa South Crosstown Expressway;
and improvements (o the Tampa South Crosstown Express-
way from the Kennedy Boulevard overpass east to Maydet
Drive in Hillsborough County. The hearing will be held
on Tuesday, Janvary 16, 1996, at the Holiday Inn-Ashley
Plaza, located at 111 West Fortune Strect, in downtown
‘Tampa, between the hours of 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m,

The hearing will present the preferred aliemative concep-
izl drawings and the polential impacts associated with
the imprevements to 1-275 and 1-4 in the limits on the map
above. This project may involve encroachmetits to wel-
lands and floadplains which requine special considerations
under Exccutive Orders 11990 and 11988, respectively.

FIXOT representatives wilt be available beginning at 4:30
p.m. on the day of the hearing 1o answer informal ques-
tions and discuss the project. Reginning at 6:00 p.m.. a
formal presentation will be given by FDOT on the pro-
posed project and its associated impacts. Time for public
testimony will follow Lhe presentation. All persons wil! be
afforded full opportunily 1o express their views and furnish
specific data on matters pertinent 1o the project.

’ARTMENT O
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Tumpa Public Library-Main Branch
900 North Astley Streel

Publit Library-Seminole Helghts Branch
AT Central Avenue

Public Library. Yoot City Branch
1505 Nebruske Ave.
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FUBLIC IEARING LOCATION STUDY DOCUMENTS ON DISPLAY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS

Drecember 15, 1955 ta Junuary 26, 19946

Public Library-West Tarapa Hranch
(YIBMN, Howned Ave.

Public Libracy-Collrge HIM 8 ranch
2607 E. Dr. Mactin Luther King Jr Bbrd.

HEC Yoor Cliy Compus Library
1502 .. %th Ave.

Federal !

Conceptual pians, copies of the Preliminary Engincering
Report, and al! other technical reports for the project will
be svailable for public viewing beginning Decenber 18,
E995, at the six locations lsted above.

For information concerning the project or the hearing.
contact Ms. Pamela Sherman, Public Invelvement
Coordinator, District Seven, at (813)975-6460, or contact
the Tamga Interstate Study Office at (813)286-7667.

Persons who wish {0 submil wrilten stalerents and other
exhibits in tieu of, or in addition 10, oral statements, may
do 0 at the hearing, or they can mail them (o the address
below by January 26, 1996, All wrilter comments must be
postnarked by January 26, 1996, io become part of the
official Public Hearing Transcript,

The Public Hearing is being held pursuant o the Federa)
Aid Highway Act 23 U.S.C, 101 et seq. 128.315: Section
2(a}, 2{b), and (¢)(1) of the Depariment of Transportation
Act; 49 CFR Section 1.4{c); 23 CFR Section 1.32; Chapter
339.155 of the Florida Statutes; 23 CFR 77!; and Titles V1
and VIIT of the Civil Rights Act. Access for the disabled is
available and in cornpiiance with 49 CFR Pant 27 and 49
CFR Parts 37 and 38.

Mr. Wiltiam H. McDaniel. Ir., PE.
District Secretary
Altention: Mr. Michael I. Coleman, P.E.

District Project Development and Environment Engineer
Florida Department of Transportalion, M§ 7-500
11201 North Malcolm McKinley Drive
Tamps, Florida 33612-6403

RANSPOR

DEGEMBER 26, 1995
JANUAAY 12,1896
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LA GACETA

PUBLISHED WEEKLY
Tampa, Hillsborough County, Florida

State Of Florida
County Of Hillsborough, ss.

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared
Roland Manteiga

who under oath says he is Publisher of La Gaceta, a weekly newspaper pub-
hShtFid at Tampa, in Hillsborough County, Florida; that the attached copy of ad-
vertisement,
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being a otice of Puhlic Hearing an. 16, 1996

* " Audlencla Pablic

LT

in the matter of JUOLENCIA PUSLICA- 16 de engro del 1996

in the Court,

was published in said newspaper in the issues of _January 12, 1996

Afflant further says that the sald La Gaceta Is a newspaper published at Tampa, In sald
Hinshoroagh County, Flotida, and that the sald newspaper has heretofore been gontinuously
published in sald Hillsborough County, Florida, each week and has been entered as second class
mall matter at the post office in Tampa, In sald Hllisborough County, Florida, for a period of one
year next preceding the first publication of the attached copy of advertlsement; and affiant fur-
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bate, commisslon or refund for the purposs of securing thls advertisement for publication in the
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TAMPA INTERSTATE PUBLIC HEARING

- Tuesday, January 16, 1996 =
Holiday Inn, Ashley Plaza, 111 W. Fortune St.

4:30

o> T, 4
PROJECT BACKGROUND

In 1987, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) began a study
to update 35 miles of interstate in Hillsborough County on [-275 from the
Howard Frankland Bridge north to the Pasco County line and on I-4 from
the downtown interchange east to the I-75 interchange. This master plan
study resulted in the preferred concept, which was adopted in the
Hillsborough County Long Range Transportation Plan. The preferred
concept involves separate travel lanes for both express and local traffic,
with designated lanes for buses, carpools, and vanpools. Interchange
improvements are also included.

Federally funded roadway projects are required to undergo a study of
potential socioeconomic and environmental impacts of the proposed
improvements. The Public Hearing will address these potential impacts
for the section of interstate shown on the map below.

PUBLIC HEARING

The Public Hearing is the formal opportunity for you to comment on the
project. Information about the project is available for your review at six
libraries throughout the study area (see the back of this notification for

p:m.- 730pm |

addresses). There will be two portions of the Public Hearing:

informal and formal. During the informal portion from 4:30 p.m. to
6:00 p.m., aerial photographs and other project materials will be
displayed. Representatives from the FDOT and the study team will be
available to answer your questions. Court reporters will be present to
receive your oral comments, and comment cards will be provided for
written comments. The formal portion of the hearing will begin at 6:00
p.m. If you wish to speak during the formal portion, please sign up
when you arrive at the hearing. Your written comments will become
part of the official public hearing transcript if received by January 26,
1996 at the following address:

Michael J. Coleman, P.E.

Project Development and Environment Engineer
Florida Department of Transportation, District VII
11201 North McKinley Drive, MS 7-500
Tampa, Florida 33612-6403

Please don’t miss this opportunity to make your voice heard!
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1. How many vehicles currently travel the interstate daily?

A. 35,000 C. 100,000
B. 70,000 D. 155,000+

2. How many vehicles per day was the interstate designed to carry?

A. 35,000
B. 60.000

C. 100,000
D. 155,000+

3. On a national average 13% of people carpool to work. How does the Tampa
Bay area match up?

C. 8%
D. Same as national average

A 1%
B.3%

4. How many public workshops and local presentations have been held for this

project?
A. Three C. Seven
B. Five D. More than fifty

Are you informed about Tampa's transportation plans?
See how well you can do at answering these questions!

5. What is the annual ridership of HARTline?

C. 5 million
D. 10 million

A. 1 million
B. 3 million

6. What is the estimated mode split (multiple occupancy vehicles vs.
single occupancy vehicles) for the TIS concept?

A. 5% multiple, 95% single
B. 10% multiple, 90% single

C. 20% multiple, 80% single
D. 25% multiple, 70% single

7. When was the Tampa Interstate constructed?

C. 1965
D. 1971

A. 1958
B. 1962
8. On average, how many accidents occur on the interstate annually?

C. One everyday
D. More than two every day

A. One a week
B. Two a week

(See the back of this page for answers.)
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Information about the Tampa Interstate Study is on display
at the following locations:

I

" HCC-Ybor ® Ybor Public Library m Seminole Heights
1502 E. 9th St. 1505 Nebraska Ave. 4711 Central Ave.

£

paseq uoij

® Main Library B West Tampa B College Hill
900 N. Ashley St. 1718 N. Howard Ave. 2607 Dr. MLK Jr. Bivd.

a

o
=
|

L
a

uj edwe

Need a lift to the Hearing? HARTIine has several routes that run
within blocks of the hearing site (Routes 7, 10 and 11).
Call 254-4278 for route and schedule information.

1519
a-e

g S

HARTIine buses are wheelchair accessible and equipped with
bicycle racks.

Intérpretes de habla hispana estaran disponibles.
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" TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY

~ Holiday Inn, Ashley Plaza
111 West Fortune Street
. Tampa, Florida 3.




WELCOME

Welcome to the Public Hearing for the Tampa Interstate
Study Environmental Impact Statement (ELS). This study
is being directed by the Florida Department of Transpor-
tation (FDOT) with sponsorship by the Federal Highway
Administration. Greiner, Inc. and its consulting team are
conducting the study.

The purpose of this Public Hearing is to receive your com-
ments regarding the proposed interstate improvements
described in this brochure. Tonight’s hearing will be con-
ducted according to the following schedule:

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Representatives from the FDOT
and its consulting team will be available to discuss the
project, answer questions, and receive comments. Con-
ceptual plans and supporting reports will be available for
yOur review.

6:00 p.m. - The FDOT will make a formal presentation
regarding the project and its associated impacts. Formal
public testimony will follow the presentation.

If you would like to become a part of the official public
hearing transcript for this project, please register your
comments in one of four ways:

@ Make an oral statement to the court reporter during the
informal portion of this hearing.

@Fill out the Comment Sheet (provided at the back of
this brochure) and drop it in one of the comment boxes
tonight.

@Make an oral statement during the formal portion of
the public hearing by filling out a speakers card avail-
able throughout the display rooms.

@Fill out and mail the Comment Sheet or any statements
and exhibits pertaining to this project to the FDOT Dis-
trict VII address provided on the back of the Comment
Sheet.

All submittals must be postmarked by January 26, 1996
to become part of the official public hearing transcript.

All comments received will be considered equally before
a final recommendation is developed. The complete offi-
cial transcript will be available for public inspection and
copying approximately three weeks after January 26, 1996
at the address provided on the Comment Sheet.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public involvement has been an important element of this
project. Through numerous presentations, meetings, and
workshops, interested persons have provided valuable
insight into key issues and concerns regarding the pro-
posed interstate reconstruction.

Information about this project has been documented in
the Tampa Interstate Study Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS). This document and other project ma-
terials are available for your review through January 26,
1996 at the following locations:

Tampa/Hillsborough County Public Library - Main
Branch, 900 North Ashley Street, Tampa, Florida 33602

Tampa/Hillsborough County Public Library - Seminole
Heights Branch, 4711 Central Avenue, Tampa, Florida
33603

Tampa/Hillsborough County Public Library - College Hill
Branch, 2607 East Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard,
Tampa, Florida 33610

Tampa/Hillsborough County Public Library - West Tampa
Branch, 1718 North Howard Avenue, Tampa, Florida
33607

Tampa/Hillsborough County Public Library - Ybor City
Branch, 1505 Nebraska Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33602

Hillsborough Community College - Ybor City Campus
Library, 1502 East 9th Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33605
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Tampa Interstate Study (TIS) is being conducted to
identify potential improvements to Interstates 4, 275, and
75. Phase I of TIS, the Master Plan, was approved by the
Federal Highway Administration in November 1989. The
TIS Master Plan addressed numerous issues related to
major interstate reconstruction within a densely devel-
oped urban area, such as aesthetics and the urban and com-
munity environment.

Phase II of the study involves the evaluation and docu-
mentation of environmental, social, and economic impacts
of the proposed improvements and further refinement of
the concepts developed in the Master Plan. These con-
cepts include the preferred type and location of multi-
lane improvements, potential high-occupancy vehicle
(HOV) facilities, transit facilities, traffic management
techniques, and traffic surveillance and control systems.

In Phase II, the original study limits were combined into
one Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). This area
covers approximately 24.1 kilometers (15 miles) of I-275,
I-4 and the proposed Crosstown Connector. A map of the
study limits is shown below.

The Preferred Alternative for this project is a four-road-
way system. Essentially, a four-roadway system consists
of one roadway inside of another. The inside roadway, or
through roadway, would serve travelers using the inter-
state for long trips, such as across the state, across the
country, or from one side of the city to the other. The
outside roadway, or local roadway, would operate much
like the interstate does today. To move from the inside
through roadway to the outside local roadway, a vehicle
would exit at a designated location. The diagram on the
opposite page shows a typical section of a four-roadway
system.

On I-275, a four-roadway system will be provided from
the Howard Frankland Bridge/Kennedy Boulevard ramps
to north of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. HOV/
Transitway lanes will be included within the interstate
alignment. Direct ramps from Kennedy Boulevard to the
Veterans Expressway will be provided. Sherrill Street
will be extended under the interstate and a new one-way
extension of Lemon Street to Westshore Boulevard will
be constructed. Interchanges will be provided at Kennedy
Boulevard, Veterans Expressway, Westshore Boulevard,
Lois Avenue, and Dale Mabry Highway.

In the West Tampa area, the existing interchanges at
Himes, Howard, and Armenia Avenues will be maintained.
New interchange ramps at North Boulevard will be pro-
vided to relieve congestion and improve accessibility. In
addition, interchanges will be located at Ashley/Tampa
Streets and Jefferson/Orange Streets. The existing ramps
to and from the north at Floribraska Avenue will be re-
moved, and a full interchange at Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Boulevard will be provided.

I-4 improvements include a four-roadway system
transitioning to a two-roadway system at 50th Street. HOV
lanes will be included within the interstate alignment. The
existing interchange at 21st/22nd Streets will be replaced
with a new interchange at 14th/15th Streets. Parallel front-
age roads will connect these areas to serve both Ybor City
and the downtown area. Other improvements include the
reconfiguration of the interchange at Columbus Drive and
50th Street, the removal of the 40th Street interchange,
and a new interchange to link I-4 with the proposed Cross-
town Connector.

The proposed Crosstown Connector will be a six-lane fa-
cility on a new alignment beginning at I-4 in the vicinity
of 31st Street and extending south to the Crosstown Ex-
pressway. This new roadway will increase accessibility
to Tampa’s port area and reduce heavy truck traffic in the
Ybor City area.
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Crosstown Expressway improvements begin at the
Kennedy Boulevard overpass and extend east to Maydell
Drive. The improvements will provide a four-lane
eastbound and a three-lane westbound system with addi-
tional auxiliary lanes.

GENERAL BUSWAY  BUSWAY GENERAL
PURPOSE PURPOSE
LANES HOVITHRU HOVITHRU LANES

LANES LANES

Four-Roadway System
The Preferred Alternative has been determined to be con-

sistent with the “Interstate Highway System Policy”
adopted by the FDOT on November 14, 199].

NEED FOR IMPROVEMENTS

The proposed improvements to 1-275, I-4, and the Cross-
town Expressway will provide key links to other recently
improved, under construction, or planned highway im-
provements and to areas of Hillsborough County which
are expected to experience significant growth within the
next 10 to 20 years. Without the primary interstate sys-
tem, other associated freeways, expressways, and arteri-
als, as provided for in the Hillsborough County Metro-
politan Planning Organization (MPO) 2010 Long Range
Transportation Plan, will fail to provide the necessary ca-
pacity and system connectivity.

Portions of the existing interstate system currently oper-
ate at an unacceptable level of service. Additionally, some
areas of the interstate experience more accidents than
would be anticipated on this type of facility. This is pri-
marily due to heavy traffic volumes, multiple weaving
sections, and substandard horizontal and vertical
geometrics. Future traffic levels are expected to increase
the daily traffic volumes on the interstate system, which
will further increase the potential for accidents.

The proposed interstate improvements meet the need for
increased intermodal opportunities by providing HOV
lanes and transitways, priority access ramps, and park-n-
ride lots for buses and carpools. The Hillsborough County
MPO 2010 Long Range Transportation Plan identifies
the need for HOV lanes along the interstate. An integral
part of these HOV lanes are exclusive on- and off-ramps
at selected exits for buses and carpools. These designated
ramps are part of the TIS Preferred Alternative.

The MPO 2010 Long Range Transportation Plan also
emphasizes the use of transit corridors, which are major
arterials designed and built to give public transit an ad-
vantage over the single-occupant vehicle. As reconstruc-
tion of these transit emphasis corridors occurs, they will
be designed with features to attract transit riders. Some
of the features listed in the plan include HOV lanes, ex-
clusive on- and off-ramps for buses and carpools, and
park-n-ride lots. The Preferred Alternative meets the cri-
teria for transit emphasis corridors.

The proposed interstate improvements are needed to up-
grade the safety and efficiency of the existing 1-275 and
I-4 transportation corridors while maintaining access to
the surrounding community. These improvements are
needed to meet existing and projected traffic demands,
provide for multi-modal opportunities in the corridor, and
improve the efficiency of this important regional and lo-
cal transportation link.

Armenia Ave
Howard Ave
/4 MILE

e~

NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE

A No-Build Alternative was evaluated to identify impacts
to traffic operations if the proposed interstate improve-
ments are not implemented. With the No-Build
Aternative, traffic congestion along the corridor will in-
crease and the interstate will not provide continuity in
the regional transportation network. In addition, the No-
Build Alternative will not fulfill the purpose of and need
for the project, which is described above.

The No-Build Alternative will not require additional right-
of-way; will not displace any businesses, residences, or
community services; and will not impact any historic
structures. The No-Build Alternative will not require the
considerable capital expenditures associated with inter-
state design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction.

The No-Build Alternative is not considered a preferred
alternative; however, it will be carried through the Public
Hearing as a viable alternative. Final recommendations
regarding the No-Build Alternative will take place after
the hearing.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
OVERVIEW

Socioeconomic and Community Impacts - Existing and
future land uses will not be significantly altered because
the proposed improvements involve an existing freeway
and land uses within the project vicinity are already es-
tablished. The Preferred Alternative will not adversely
affect community cohesion; will not adversely affect a
disproportionate share of minority and low income per-
sons; and will not socially or culturally isolate any specific
ethnic groups or minorities. Overall access to the many
neighborhoods adjacent to 1-275 and 1-4 will be main-
tained and traffic circulation within existing communities
will be improved. It is anticipated that proposed mitiga-
tion as a part of the project will have a positive effect on
community revitalization and renewal, neighborhood
identity, and quality of life.

Community Services - Three existing and former school
facilities will require relocation: the Carver Center, the
Hillsborough County Instructional Service Center
(Velasco Building - old location), and the Henderson Fa-
cility (presently vacant). No post offices, library branches,
police facilities, or medical facilities will be impacted by
the project. One fire facility, the Communications Build-
ing for Tampa Fire and Rescue - 911 Dispatch Center,
will be impacted by the project. Thirteen churches will
be directly impacted and require relocation. The Boys
and Girls Clubs of Tampa Bay, Inc. (West Tampa Branch
and Administrative Office) on Laurel Street and a Salva-
tion Army building (currently vacant) located at the
northwest corner of Kay Street and Florida Avenue will
be impacted by the project. Coordination meetings have
been held to discuss the possibility of early acquisition to
ensure their continuous service to the surrounding com-
munity.

Parks and Recreational Facilities - Of the 16 publicly
owned parks and recreation facilities located along the
project corridor, a small portion of one park, Perry Harvey
Park, will be directly impacted by the project requiring a
Section 4(f) Evaluation under the U.S. Department of
Transportation Act of 1966. The FHWA has determined
that there is no feasible or prudent alternative to the use
of the park for public transportation purposes, and steps
to avoid and minimize harm to the park have been taken.
Numerous coordination meetings have been held and con-
ceptual mitigation plans have been prepared for the park.

Air Quality - Carbon monoxide (CO) concentrations are
expected to be lower in the vicinity of the project as a
result of increased motor vehicle mobility, faster operat-
ing speeds, and less stop-and-go driving. The Preferred
Alternative will not cause, or contribute to, CO concen-
trations above the one- and eight-hour National Ambient
Air Quality Standards.

This project is in an area which has been designated as
non-attainment for the ozone standards under the criteria
provided in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. This
project is in conformance with the State Implementation
Plan because it will not cause violations of any of the
National Ambient Air Quality Standards. This project is
included in the urban area’s current approved conform-
ing Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), in the
area’s conforming long-range plan, and is included in the
area’s Conformity Determination Report.

The Congestion Management System (CMS) plan is cur-
rently under development for Hillsborough County and
is to be completed and adopted by October 1997. The
effectiveness of single-occupant vehicle reduction strate-
gies is being addressed in the CMS plan development
process. Strategies incorporated into the Preferred Alter-
native include HOV lanes, carpool/vanpool programs,
parking management (park-n-ride lots), public transit
operational and capital improvements, and provisions for
pedestrian and bicycle facilities on cross streets. Further-
more, the Preferred Alternative was found to be consis-
tent with land use plans and growth management goals.
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Noise - The distance from the roadway centerline to the
65 and 67 dBA (Leq) contours is predicted to increase
with the Preferred Alternative. This is a result of higher
future-year peak hour traffic volumes related to the ex-
panded roadway network and additional travel lanes, It
is predicted that 1,351 noise sensitive sites will experi-
ence noise levels which approach or exceed the FHWA
Noise Abatement Criteria. Noise abatement measures
were evaluated for each site approaching or exceeding
FHWA criteria. It was determined by a noise barrier analy-
sis that economically reasonable barriers can benefit 1,137
sites. Noise barriers will be implemented as a vertical
design element to minimize impacts associated with the
project.

Drainage and Hydrology - The proposed interstate im-
provements will require that the existing interstate drain-
age system be reconstructed as an urban or enclosed storm
sewer system. A final determination will be made during
final design. The State requirements for stormwater treat-
ment (Chapter 40D-40 FA.C) will apply throughout the
study area.

Water Quality - The proposed stormwater facility designs
will include, at a minimum, the water quality treatment
requirements for water quality impacts as required by the
Southwest Florida Water Management District
(SWFWMD) in Chapter 40D-40 FA.C.

Wetlands - Approximately 2.7 hectares (6.7 acres) of wet-
lands will be impacted by the proposed interstate improve-
ments. The wetlands consist of man-made ponds and
ditches, degraded natural wetlands, and Hillsborough
River bottom area, Approximately 1.1 ha (2.8 ac.) of
wetland impacts will require mitigation. It is proposed
that five new stormwater treatment ponds necessary for
this project be used for mitigation purposes. The pond
littoral zones in excess of the required 35 percent of the
surface area will be used to offset the wetland impacts at
an approximate ratio of one acre of newly created wet-
land for each acre of impacted wetland. Based on coordi-
nation with the Southwest Florida Water Management
District, no wetland mitigation beyond the creation of
stormwater treatment pond littoral zones is anticipated.
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Floodplains and Floodways - Floodplain impacts for the
project are minimal since the existing roadway alignment
will be utilized. No floodways will be impacted by the
project. The roadway within the project corridor currently
serves the community as an evacuation route. Modifica-
tion to the roadway width and drainage structures should
improve the use of the facility for emergency services and

evacuation purposes

Uplands, Wildlife, Threatened or Endangered Species -
Due to the heavily urbanized nature of the study area, si o-
nificant undeveloped upland areas are not present and sig-
nificant amounts of suitable habitat for wildlife are not
present within the project area. Manatee Watch Program
Guidelines, as outlined by the Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP), will be implemented dur-
ing interstate improvements over the Hillsborough River.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has reviewed
these guidelines and concurs with their use. Impacts to
uplands, wildlife or threatened or endangered species are
not anticipated as a result of the project. A determination
of “no effect” has been made and the project is consistent
with the Endangered Species Act.

Critical Habitat, Outstanding Florida Waters - No desig-
nated Critical Habitat, Aquatic Preserves, Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers, or Outstanding Florida Waters exist within the
limits of the study area.

Farmlands - Through coordination with the Soil Conser-
vation Service, it has been determined that the project
study limits, located in the urbanized area of Tampa, do
not meet the definition of farmland as defined in 7 CFR
658. Therefore, the provisions of the Farmland Protec-
tion Policy Act of 1984 do not apply to this project. The
project will have no impact on farmlands.
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CULTURAL RESOURCES

Cultural resources are considered to be properties with
ethnic, historic, architectural, industrial, and personal sig-
nificance to the community. The Tampa interstate project
area is near several areas containing cultural resources.
These areas are known as the West Tampa National Reg-
ister Historic District, the Ybor City National Historic
Landmark District, the proposed Tampa Heights Multiple
Property Listing (MPL), and numerous individual prop-
erties of historic significance.

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
defines the process that agencies must follow when re-
questing federal funding on a project, or undertaking, if
the proposed undertaking involves potential impacts to
historic resources. The first step in the Section 106 pro-
cess is to establish the Area of Potential Effect (APE).
The APE is the geographic area in which potential im-
pacts to historic properties may occur. The map below
shows the location of the APE in relation to the Tampa
interstate corridor.

Once the APE for the Tampa interstate project was estab-
lished, it was surveyed to identify any historic properties
either listed or eligible for listing on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places. Overall, 1,376 structures were
assessed during this survey. As part of the Section 106
process, a “determination of effect” procedure was imple-

mented. This procedure determined whether a structure
would be either directly or indirectly impacted by the
project. Direct impacts are those effects associated with
project construction, such as right-of-way acquisition.
Indirect impacts are visual or auditory effects or changes
in traffic patterns that could affect the use of or access to
the resource.

To reduce the number of direct impacts, the roadway align-
ment was shifted based on different alternatives to avoid
historic structures. Because the historic districts are lo-
cated so closely to the existing corridor, these efforts
sometimes resulted in more impacts and were rejected as
plausible alternatives. However, these efforts were suc-
cessful in reducing the total number of direct impacts in
the Ybor City and West Tampa areas. Overall, 116 his-
toric structures within the proposed right-of-way will be
directly impacted. Outside of the proposed right-of-way,
64 structures will be indirectly impacted.

A draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) has been de-
veloped for this project to identify specific mitigation
measures for historic structures. One measure involves
moving structures directly impacted by the project into
vacant areas within the historic districts. A historic struc-
tures inventory was conducted to rate each structure based
on historic condition, physical condition and the ability
to relocate the structure, Other factors were relocation
cost, potential for asbestos, and whether the building was
occupied. Through this process, 35 structures are recom-
mended to be relocated and rehabilitated, and 29 structures
are proposed to be relocated and deeded to the City of
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Tampa Community Redevelopment Agency for rehabili-
tation. By moving these structures, the historic quality of
these districts will be further enhanced, while helping to
revitalize these communities.

A key component in reaching consensus during this pro-
cess was extensive public involvement. Residents of the
historic districts, as well as the surrounding community,
provided valuable input through participation in public
meetings and community workshops. In addition, nu-
merous agencies were consulted so that all involved parties
could review and comment on each step of the process.
By soliciting public involvement and agency participa-
tion early in the decision-making process, a
comprehensive approach to historic resources manage-
ment was achieved.

URBAN DESIGN

GUIDELINES

From the beginning of this project, visual quality and aes-
thetics have been an integral component of the planning
process. As a result, the Tampa Interstate Study Urban
Design Guidelines have been developed. The goal of these
guidelines is to minimize adverse visual and auditory
impacts to users of the interstate and land uses adjacent
to the system. In addition, these guidelines are intended
to ensure a consistent, aesthetically pleasing design treat-
ment and minimize visual effects throughout the project
limits.

Due to the magnitude of the project, the proposed inter-
state reconstruction is expected to be implemented by
individual design segments over an estimated 20-year time
frame. The Urban Design Guidelines will provide a set
of uniform design criteria to maintain the unity and in-
tegrity of the entire project, as well as appropriate
transitions between the different design segments.

The guidelines address 13 design elements: bridge struc-
tures, retaining walls and embankments, noise walls,
lighting, fencing, sign supports, stormwater management
arcas, landscaping, pavement and streetscape, opportuni-
ties for public art, utilities, mounds and grading, and
recreation facilities and architectural elements. The ren-
dering below provides an example of some of these
features.
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Example of Wall and Embankment Treatments
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FEDERAL - STATE
PARTNERSHIP IN HIGHWAYS

Through a series of Congressional acts, the Federal-aid
Highway Program was conceived and developed as a joint
federal-state partnership. The success of this partnership
is evident in the thousands of miles of excellent high-
ways and bridges comprising the nation’s transportation
network. The Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT), in consultation with the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration (FHWA), and in accordance with federal and
state laws, makes final decisions for the location, design,
construction and maintenance of Florida’s highways.

The FHWA, in accordance with federal law, cooperates
with the State of Florida in planning and developing fed-
eral-aid transportation improvements. The FHWA reviews
and approves all federal-aid actions proposed by FDOT.
When present at a public hearing, FHWA representatives
serve as observers and technical advisors regarding fed-
eral requirements and procedures.

TITLE VI AND TITLE VII

COMPLIANCE

This hearing is being held to afford all citizens the right
to understand the project and comment on their concerns
to the Department. The hearing is being held to comply
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title
VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended. Public
participation at this hearing is encouraged and solicited
without regard to race, color, creed, religion, sex, age,
national origin, disability or family status.

Persons wishing to express their concerns relative to De-
partment compliance with Title VI and/or Title VIII may
do so by contacting the Florida Department of Transpor-
tation, District VII, Title VI and VIII Program Officer,
MS 7-500, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa, Florida,
33612-6403, which is represented here tonight, or the
Florida Department of Transportation Minority Program
Affairs Office, 605 Suwannee Street, Room 260, MS 65,
Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-0450. All inquiries or com-
plaints will be handled according to Department proce-
dure and in an expeditious manner.

RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISI-
TION AND RELOCATION

The Preferred Alternative for this project will require the
relocation of approximately 1,014 residences and 159
businesses. The 1,173 residential and business displace-
ments have a combined estimated right-of-way cost of
$388,145,000 and a relocation cost of $37,068,500, for a
total of $425,213,500 (in 1994 dollars). This information
is shown in the table below.

Preferred Alternative Total
Number of Residential Relocations 1,014
Number of Business/Non-Profit Relocations 159
Total Number of Relocations 1,173

Right-of-Way Cost (estimated) $388,145,000

Relocation Cost (estimated) $37,068,500

Total Cost $425,213,500

Note: Estimates shown in 1994 dollars.

The FDOT has developed a Right-of-Way and Reloca-
tion Program in accordance with Section 339.09, Florida
Statute and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Act of 1990 (Public Law 91-646, as
amended by Public Law 100-17). The four brochures
which describe in detail the Department’s relocation as-
sistance and right-of-way acquisition program are: Your
Relocation: Residential, Your Relocation: Business, Farm
and Non Profit Organization, Sign Relocation, and The
Real Estate Acquisition Process. These brochures are
available here this evening as is a representative from our
right-of-way office. Questions on right-of-way may also
be addressed by contacting:

Mr. Joe Thompson
District Right-of-Way Administrator
Florida Department of Transportation
MS 7-900
11201 North McKinley Drive
Tampa, Florida 33412-6403
Phone: (813) 975-6000
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

Following this Public Hearing, a recommendation con-
cerning the Preferred Alternative will be made to the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) along with a
request for Location and Design Concept Acceptance
(LDA). Following approval, an advertisement announc-
ing LDA will appear in the Tampa Tribune. Once this
notice is published, the Project Development and Envi-
ronment (PD&E) phase of the project will be complete.
The project schedule shown on the right highlights other
activities for the remainder of the project. The FDOT’s
current Adopted Five Year Work Program (FY 1995/1996
through 1999/2000) shows design is scheduled to begin
for several segments within the project area in fiscal year
1995/1996.

Tampa Interstate Study Project Schedule

Public Hearing

January 16, 1996

Comment Period Ends

January 26, 1996

FHWA Approval of EIS

Summer 1996

FDOT Requests LDA

Fall 1996

Thank you for attending this Public Hearing and for your interest in this project.

For your convenience, space for your notes is provided below.

NOTES
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TAMPA INTERSTATE STUDY - PHASE 11
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Work Program No. 7140004  State Project No. 99007-1402  Federal Aid Project No. IR-9999(43)

PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT SHEET .

January 16, 1996 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Name
Address
City State ' Zip

Please use this comment sheet to express your opinions about the project. Drop your written
comments into the comment box here tonight or mail them to the address on the back of this form.
All written comments must be postmarked by January 26, 1996.

Comments:

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)

Thank you for taking time to participate in this Public Hearing.
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TAPE OR STAPLE HERE

FOLD HERE

Mr. William H. McDaniel, Jr.,, P.E.
District Secretary

Florida Department of Transportation
11201 N. Malcolm McKinley Drive
Tampa, Florida 33612-6403

ATTENTION:
Mr. Michael J. Coleman, P.E.

District Project Development and Environment Enginecer

MS 7-500

PLACE
STAMP
HERE
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