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Introduction

The purpose of this Scrapbook is to document the notification process and the information 
that was presented at the Alternatives Public Workshops for the Tampa Interstate Study 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and the Northwest (Veterans) Expressway  
Design Change Re-evaluation. This document includes the following information:
 
 - Advertisements and Notifications;
 - Description of the proposed improvements;
 - Display Graphics presented;
 - Citizen Sign-In Sheets;
 - Public Workshop Handout; and 
 - PowerPoint/Video Presentation with Script.

Also, a DVD is included containing electronic files of this scrapbook as well as the video  
presentation shown at each Alternatives Public Workshop and copies of the display boards.

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, is preparing a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the Tampa Interstate Study (TIS) Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS). The SEIS is a fresh look at the long-standing plan to improve and 
modernize Tampa’s interstate system, originally called the TIS. The SEIS focuses on the  
downtown Tampa and Westshore interchanges, and the section of I-275 between those areas.

The FDOT is also preparing a Design Change Reevaluation for improvements to SR 60/Memorial
Highway from north of Cypress Street to Memorial Highway, a portion of the Northwest  
Hillsborough Expressway (NWE) also known as the Veterans Expressway. The re-evaluation 
will evaluate and document engineering changes and assess the environmental impacts that 
will differ from those noted in the NWE FEIS and subsequent reevaluations for the design 
segments being advanced.

The purpose of the Alternatives Public Workshops is to involve the public in the preparation  
of the SEIS for the TIS, and the Design Change Re-evaluation for the NWE and to provide  
information to residents, local public officials, and interesed pe sons and organizations about 
the social, economic and environmental effects of the proposed improvements, preliminary 
study findings, proposed build alternatives under evaluation, and potential impacts to 
significant historic properties.  

The workshops were held in an informal open house format. There was no formal presentation.  
A PowerPoint presentation was running continuously during the Public Workshop. During 
each Alternatives Public Workshop, representatives of the FDOT were available to discuss the 
process, answer questions, and receive comments specific to these studies. 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, conducted public workshops on May 21 and 23, 
2019 for the Tampa Interstate Study (TIS) Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) and the Northwest  
(Veterans) Expressway Design Change Re-evaluation. FDOT held this public workshop on two separate dates in two 
seperate locations to allow for maximum participation. The information displayed at each workshop was identical.

On April 26, 2019, workshop notifications were mailed to 9,941 property owners and other stakeholders (including 
homeowner associations, civic groups and neighborhood associations). Elected officials and agencies were notified  
of each workshop by email. Advertisements for the workshops were published in the Tampa Bay Times, La Gaceta,  
and the Florida Sentinel; an ad was also published in the Florida Administrative Register. Following the workshops, 
materials were posted to the project website, www.tampainterstatestudy.com.

Below are the dates, locations, number of attendees, and number of comments received pertaining to each workshop.

An additional 49 comments were mailed or emailed to Kirk Bogen, PE, Environmental Management Engineer, Florida  
Department of Transportation, MS 7-500, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa, FL 33612, during the comment period  
following the workshops that ended on June 6, 2019.

Alternatives Public Workshop Scrapbook

Project Description

Alternatives Public Workshop 1

Alternatives Public Workshop 2

DATE: May 21, 2019

TIME: 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm

WHERE: The Cuban Club, 2010 N. Avenida Republica de Cuba (14th St.) 

 Tampa, FL 33605

ATTENDEES: 116 attendees signed-in (not including project/FDOT staff)

COMMENTS: 19 written comments

DATE: May 23, 2019

TIME: 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm

WHERE: Tampa Westshore Marriott, 1001 N. Westshore Boulevard 

 Tampa, FL 33607

ATTENDEES: 97 attendees signed-in (not including project/FDOT staff)

COMMENTS: 11 written comments
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Advertisements and Notifications
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Notice Letter Mailed
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Florida Administrative Register (FAR Ad)
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Display Ad
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Social Media Adverstisements

Twitter Screenshot

Tampa Bay Next  
Homepage Screenshot

Tampa Interstate Study  
Website Screenshot

Facebook Screenshot
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Social Media Adverstisements

Patch Community Calendar  
Screenshot

Spectrum Bay News 9  
Community Calendar 

Screenshot

Constant Contact  
Email Notifications Screenshots
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FDOT Public Meeting Notification
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May 21, 2019  
FDOT Public Meeting Notice 

May 23, 2019  
FDOT Public Meeting Notice 
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Handouts and Comment Forms
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Workshop Handout
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Workshop Handout (continued)
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Workshop Handout  (continued)
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Workshop Handout (continued)
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Workshop Handout (continued)
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Workshop Handout (continued)
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Comment Form
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Sign-In Sheets

19



www.tampainterstatestudy.com

Sign-In Sheets for May 21, 2019

The Cuban Club
2010 N. Avenida Republica de Cuba (14th St.) 

Tampa, FL 33605

May 21, 2019
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Sign-In Sheets for May 21, 2019 (continued)

The Cuban Club
2010 N. Avenida Republica de Cuba (14th St.) 

Tampa, FL 33605

May 21, 2019
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Sign-In Sheets for May 21, 2019 (FDOT STAFF)

The Cuban Club
2010 N. Avenida Republica de Cuba (14th St.) 

Tampa, FL 33605

May 21, 2019
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Sign-In Sheets for May 23, 2019

Tampa Westshore Marriott
1001 N. Westshore Boulevard 

Tampa, FL 33607

May 23, 2019
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Sign-In Sheets for May 23, 2019 (FDOT STAFF)

Tampa Westshore Marriott
1001 N. Westshore Boulevard 

Tampa, FL 33607

May 23, 2019
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Display Boards
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Display Boards (continued)
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Video Presentation
(with Script)
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The Florida Department of Transportation or FDOT welcomes you to the Alternatives 
Public Workshop for the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement of the Tam-
pa Interstate Study. This workshop also covers a design change re-evaluation for the 
Northwest Expressway (now known as the Veterans Expressway).

But how did we get here? The TIS started back in the late 1980’s with a master plan that 
led to environmental document approval by the Federal Highway Administration in the 
late 1990’s. Some of the project has been built, including widening I-275 in West Tampa, 
I-4 in East Tampa/Ybor, and the I-4/Selmon Expressway Connector. In 2015, the FDOT 
began to study the feasibility of tolled express lanes on Tampa Bay interstates. After 
public concerns, the FDOT re-set their focus and expanded the conversation to include 
transit, bicycle/pedestrian, and smart technology. Tampa Bay Next was launched in 
2017 and FDOT began the Supplemental EIS.

We are undertaking a comprehensive evaluation of alternatives leading to the selection 
of a preferred alternative. A number of different draft documents have been prepared to 
date and are available for review at this Public Workshop.
They cover 4 main areas that all PD&E such as this study evaluates: Socialcultural 
Effects; Natural and Physical Effects; Engineering Considerations and Public Outreach
The Federal Highway Administration has environmental oversight of the Tampa  
Interstate Study while FDOT’s Office of Environmental Management has oversight of 
the Northwest (Veterans) Expressway.

For your convenience and future information, FDOT created a public website for this 
project. You can go to www.Tampainterstatestudy.com for additional project information. 
Materials from this public workshop and other project details will be posted there.

The original 1996 Long Term Preferred Alternative included non-tolled express lanes 
in each direction, shown in the green, along with the general use lanes in yellow, and 
a High-Occupancy Vehicle/Transitway in the median. The primary differences in the 
original and the build alternatives that are under evaluation now, is that the original 
concept did not provide direct access to Westshore or Downtown Tampa and the  
express lanes were not tolled.

So how do we select the preferred alternative? There are many factors that must be 
balanced in this decision. Environmental constructability, and public comments are  
all important considerations, but not one element serves as the deciding factor. By  
following the process and balancing the issues we will be able to make a good decision 
for all involved.

This is a complex project, and we have a lot of information on display tonight. To help 
you navigate our public workshop, we divided the room into nine zones. At the top 
left corner of each slide, there is a reference to one of the nine zones. Not only do we 
have printed exhibits and physical documents, we also have smartboards and TV’s 
to help you visualize the project alternatives. FDOT staff is also available to help walk 
you through the zones and explain all of the information.

The original project included certain commitments that remain valid today. Many 
of these have been implemented as portions of the project that were constructed 
throughout the past two decades. New commitments may be added throughout the 
course of this process.

It is important to note, that none of these projects currently have construction funding 
in the next 5 years. In the current 5-Year Work Program, Right-of-Way Acquisition for 
both Segment 1A (Westshore Interchange), and the Northwest Expressway are funded. 
FDOT is actively seeking construction funding for the Westshore Interchange.

To get started, Zone 1 provides a study introduction and brief history of the Tampa 
Interstate Study, including how the project, was originally segmented, which is a little 
different than the TB Next Segments.
The Westshore Interchange falls within Segment 1A and a portion of 2A. The Downtown 
Interchange is within Segments 2B and 3A. Segment 3C is the I-4/Selmon Expressway 
Connector, which has already been constructed.

After the Supplemental EIS kicked off, FDOT hosted a public workshop in  
October 2017. Since then, we refined the alternatives, evaluated potential impacts, and  
prepared draft reports. Tonight’s workshop is a chance for you to learn more, ask  
questions and provide your input. We will then take that input and develop a preferred 
alternative that will be evaluated in more detail and presented at a public hearing in early 
2020. Zone 2 provides more detail on the process.

Zone 3 addresses the questions that often arise such as “Why are we doing this?” and
“What problems are we trying to solve?” The purpose and need of the Tampa Interstate
Study is much the same as noted in the original study.
Traffic congestion both now and in the future can impede our ability to move people,
services and goods throughout the region. Because of the urban location, the project 
area experiences some of the highest congestion levels in the region. This not only 
affects interstate users, but it can also impact mobility along the local streets for people,
neighborhoods, businesses, and other aspects of normal daily life in the Tampa area.

Video Presentation with Script
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FDOT’s primary objective in any project is improving safety. During our evaluation, we 
looked closely at where high crash locations occur often called hot spots. This slide 
shows crashes between 2012 and 2016 along I-275 and I-4. Many of these problem 
areas, are also in areas of higher traffic congestion.

We have completed a thorough updated assessment of historic and archaeological re-
sources and have documented the results in a Cultural Resources Assessment Survey 
that has been accepted by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Additional information 
is available at this workshop on some of the potential effects to these resources. A more 
detailed effects evaluation will be prepared after selection of a preferred alternative to 
more definitively look at potential noise and visual effects.

Now we will briefly walk you through the tolled express lane alternatives. Segment 1A
includes reconstruction of the Westshore Interchange and adding 2 tolled express  
lanes in each direction that will join express lanes to be constructed on the Howard 
Frankland Bridge under a different project. There would be connections to the Veterans  
Expressway and Tampa International Airport. The FDOT is actively seeking funding  
to construct the Westshore Interchange. Improving the Westshore Interchange is a pri-
ority to relieving the traffic bottleneck in this area.

To help meet the project need, project alternatives are on display tonight. They include 
the No Further Action Alternative, the 1996 Long Term Preferred Alternative from the 
original 1996 Study, and four concepts for tolled express lanes named design options A, 
B, C and D. Please visit Zone 8 to learn more about the project alternatives, and Zone 
5 to see 3D visualizations of the tolled express lane alternatives.

FDOT supports transit, from regional bus rapid transit to local streetcar. Our team is 
looking at the best ways to accommodate transit in the study area. Not only do the build
alternatives accommodate a transit envelope, but the public transit buses can use the
express lanes toll-free, which will offer a more reliable trip. In addition, FDOT is looking 
at hard shoulder running when the express lanes drop below a certain speed. We have
purchased property in Westshore for a transit center, and purchased some property 
for a downtown transit center. Please visit Zone 6 for more information on transit and
multimodal connectivity.

In Segment 2A, I-275 between Westshore and downtown, and in Segment 3B, I-4 east 
of 34th Street, the outer roadways have already been built, so the express lanes and 
transit envelope is accommodated in the median. Direct express lane access would be 
provided from the Westshore area at Himes. No right of way is needed in Segment 2A. 
In Segment 3B, along I-4, minor right of way is needed along the south side of the 50th 
Street on-ramp.

As a means of comparing the alternatives, FDOT prepared a detailed evaluation matrix 
that shows the potential environmental impacts, such as historic resources and parks. 
The evaluation matrix compares differences for each alternative by segment. For more 
information about the preliminary study findings, please visit Zone 4.

This workshop also includes information regarding the Northwest Expressway Design
Change Re-evaluation, that runs from north of Cypress Street to north of Memorial
Highway. This is a separate environmental study that is evaluating the impacts of
connecting the express lane system from I-275 to the Veterans Expressway, and the 
direct express lane connection to Tampa International Airport. Right of way is required 
for this project. Please visit Zone 7 for more information.

Segments 2B and 3A include the heart of the downtown interchange. There are  
4 different options under consideration. Options A and B are similar in that they would 
reconstruct I-275 and I-4 and add two to three express lanes in each direction (shown 
in green). These options would remove some of the roller-coaster effect, widen the 
shoulders, reconstruct the underpasses, and provide for a transit envelope. The main 
difference between Options A and B is Option A includes a connection from the ex-
press lanes to the general purpose lanes on I‐275 north, but Option B does not. These  
options have a larger footprint than the other 2 design options.

There are potential impacts with design options and park properties protected under 
Section 4(f): Design Options A, B and C will require acquisition of property from Perry 
Harvey Sr. Park with Option C requiring more than A or B. All 4 Design Options will 
have minor impacts to land in the far northeast portion of Julian B. Lane Park north of 
Laurel Street. Workshop displays and before/after images show more details of these 
potential impacts.

We will give you a brief overview of the different alternatives shown in more detail 
in Zone 8. The “No Further Action Alternative” term is being used because we have  
already built several portions of the original approved project. The only area that  
we haven’t built that was already approved by FHWA is the outer roadways of the  
Westshore Interchange. Widening of this interchange was approved in previous records 
of decision. Everywhere else “No Further Action” actually means “No Build”.

Options C and D do not reconstruct the existing interstate, rather they add two express
lanes on an elevated structure (called a vi/a/duct) next to the existing structure. The 
other 2 design options both require a smaller footprint. In Option C, the express lanes 
(shown in green) would be built to the south and east of the existing lanes, while in 
Option D, they would be built to the north and west of the existing lanes. There would 
be no direct access from the north leg of I-275 into the express lanes in either of these 
options. Accommodating a transit envelope would be more challenging with these  
options as there is no space in the median for it. All 4 options provide direct access to 
express lanes from downtown and upgrade the I-275 South to I-4 east flyover to 2 lanes. 
The FDOT is not actively seeking construction funding in the downtown area. For more 
information, visit Zones 5 and 8.
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Both of these projects shown tonight are part of a larger collection of interstate modern-
ization projects along I-275, I-4 and I-75 in the Tampa Bay Next program. With Tampa 
Bay Next, the FDOT is also looking at how potential transit, bicycle/pedestrian safety, 
freight mobility, and smart cities can improve mobility in the Tampa Bay region.

At this time, we encourage you to view the displays in the exhibit hall and engage with 
our staff who can help you better understand this complex project and answer your 
questions.

There are several ways to make a comment as part of the public workshop.  
All comments received, will be reviewed and considered in the final recommendation.
To provide comments:
• You may complete the Comment Form provided to you and drop it in one of the  
  comment boxes today;
• You may mail written comments to the address listed on the back of the form.
• Or You may input comments onto the comment page of the project website.

Please make sure comments mailed are postmarked by June 6 to become part of the 
official public workshop record.

We thank you for taking time out of your day today to participate in this public  
workshop. Your input is valuable to us. Please proceed into the main exhibit hall to view  
the materials on display and speak with FDOT staff.

Video Presentation with Script (continued)
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Alternatives Public Workshop Photos
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The Cuban Club
2010 N. Avenida Republica 

de Cuba (14th St.) 
Tampa, FL 33605

May 21, 2019

(1 of 3)
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The Cuban Club
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The Cuban Club
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Tampa Westshore Marriott
1001 N. Westshore Boulevard 

Tampa, FL 33607

May 23, 2019

(1 of 5)

49



www.tampainterstatestudy.com
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Tampa Westshore Marriott
1001 N. Westshore Boulevard 

Tampa, FL 33607

May 23, 2019
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